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Understanding Influence in
a Globalized, Intensely
Competitive Environment

- Overarching assumptions of
three decades ago
challenged

- Integration as democratizing
force

- Soft power concept arrived
at the Cold War’s end

- Influence seen through a
particular lens
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Authoritarian Powers “Reverse Engineer”
Globalization

- Assumptions about authoritarian direction

« An underestimation of authoritarian state
power

- Reverse engineering of key aspects of
globalization



Reverse Engineering Globalization

» In China, authoritarian leaders
engage in widespread academic
censorship — while at same time
plowing huge resources into R & D
and higher education.

» Authorities in Beijing - as well as
Moscow, Tehran and Riyadh - do
same with media: Systematic
censorship while investing
massively in international media.




Authoritarians Have Strong Preferences

- Autocrats not agnostic about
freedoms of expression or
association

- Internationally engaged authoritarian

powers don’t leave preferences at
home

« Effects of certain influence from
China, Russia, Gulf states:

o Censorship

O CompromiSing forms Of engagement “What to Do About China’s ‘Sharp Power’,” The Economist, Decemp€r 1
o Degrading of institutions

o Secrecy as a horm



https://www.economist.com/leaders/2017/12/14/what-to-do-about-chinas-sharp-power

Compromising Effects of Sharp Power

- Sharp Power effects:
- Monopolizing ideas

- Suppressing alternative
narratives
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- Exploiting partner !
“Presidents Xi Jinping, Cyril Ramaphosa and Vladimir Putin in Johannesburg,” from

: M : Henry Foy, Nastassia Astrasheuskaya, and David Pilling, “Russia: Vladimir Putin’s Pivot to Afri
I n S I u I O n S Financial Times, January 22, 2019.



https://www.ft.com/content/a5648efa-1a4e-11e9-9e64-d150b3105d21

Sharp Power
Effects

FREEDDM TO( - Authoritarian powers’ default
position >>> Take away

'P@QTASEV m % 4l  agency, from:

2 - Knowledge sector
- Information and Media
- Technology

- Activists (transnational
repression)
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Even on U.S. Campuses, China Cracks
Down on Students Who Speak Out

POLITICO interpreter
Brussels rebukes its Beijing

envoy over censorship of EU Cut! How HO"VWO_Od
letter self-censors on China

\
Repression of Activists




Authoritarian State-Aligned Media Goes Global

= Chinese diplomats harassed and threatened )
reporters in Sweden and Russia after they / ﬁ)

wrote articles that displeased Beipng. o | TencentWeChat censors deleteda o
- Member of Canadian Parliament's \'7

message prasing Hong Kong's
| pro-demacracy movement. )
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p TV Peru's Channel 7 broadcast 12 films .~
\ about China, nearly all produced by CGTN
. and aired during prime time 1)

P
( {5 Chinas state Xinhua News Agency
signed news exchange agresments
with wire services in Australia,
Belarus, Laos, India, and
Bangladesh in 2018
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" Thai police detained 2 Taiwaness
national who helped facilitate an
unceasared news radio broadeast =
into China =

Chiness TV distribution irm
StarTames can determine which
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“op” Apartislly Chinese-owned newspaper Amedia groupin Argentina with S
in South Africa discontinued 2 s to Beijing often features T
weekly column after its author wrote uncritical coverage of China. :
GEN Z: TAINTED BY VAPING & 220,276 about abuses in Xinjiang e g S
OPIOD EPIDEMICS? ' media partnershp with ndependent

outlet Vision Ching Times.
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¢ Freedom

1AM AN AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL House

LAWYER. AND | SEE OUR GOVERNMENT “Beijing’s Global Reach: Selected Cases of Chinese Influence Abroad,” from Sarah Repucci,
USING COVID-19 TO TAKE AWAY OUR 202,484 . Freedom House, June 2019.
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
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= _“‘. SECOND WAVE OF MISSILE ATTACKS

FIRED AGAINST US TARGETS IN
SPUTNIK NEWS Aspgorpbrdoat 155,671

(ANWSARY & 201y

12:41 | «Bectu FM» 97.6 FM 8 Mockse, 107.8 FM B MypMaHcke POCCUA 24

UK PRINCE HARRY SAYS TRUMP 1S
ONE OF THE "SICK PEOPLE' 115,387
RUNNING THE WORLD
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Cyrena Kokolis, “

Foreign Policy
Research Institute, May 8, 2020. Victims of ‘Forced
C Ukrainian Reporter Held by Moscow-Backed

Nechepurenko, “


https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-and-media/2019/media-freedom-downward-spiral
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210411-victims-of-forced-confessions-urge-western-powers-to-ban-chinese-tv-channels
https://cpj.org/2018/08/ukrainian-reporter-held-by-moscow-backed-separatis/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/04/world/europe/belarus-activist-roman-protasevich.html
https://www.fpri.org/fie/social-media-state-sponsored-news/

How is Success
Defined?

* Does autocratic
leadership seek
“favorability” or “love”?

China is spending billions to make
The _
s d the world love it

Can money buy that sort of thing?

* Or, more appropriately:
Reverence?
Compliance?
Deference?
Obedience?




What Can (Must) Free Societies Do?

- Efforts of a full spectrum of institutions within
open societies

- Civil society can help address persistent
political-literacy gaps regarding China and
Russia. This sector must be alert to risks of
engagement with global authoritarian powers,
can serve as a vital line of defense that
reinforces the institutional integrity of
democracies

- Democratic unity in face of authoritarian
division: Leaders of critical institutions in free
societies should find strength in numbers when
fending off the authoritarian threat

- Democracies must “get their own house in
order” - but they cannot afford to ignore the
world around them while they do so

Keadia Digcontinuing paid Uinited States, Several prominent LS. and Britizh news outlets

advarionials United Kingdorm discontinued some or all paid adverionial suppléments
from Chinese state media. The outlets include the
Tedegranh, the Ecanomist, the New Yok Times, and the
Washington Past.™

Meadia Launching independent Taivean, Hong Kong | Prafessional journalists, dissatistied with growing sell-

digital media start-ups cengorship in mainsirearn media due o CCP influence,
launched altermative digital nesss authets like Starm
Media, New Taik, inledia, Hong Kong Frée Press, and
it fum Media.

Meadia Rejecting paid content Argenting Al lzast three outlels refused a bid by a local
containing clearly interrmediany for a Chiness agent 1o publizh a
detamationy disinfarmation guestionable article that viliied local Falun Gong

practitioners as a threat 1o public health during the
COVID-18 panderic. ™

Madia Publishing in-depth Thailand, Sri Lanka | The Thai inguirer and the Calombo Gazetre publishad
reporis on China's meadia largyity features on Xinhua and other Chinese state
iffence in the local outlets' penetration of their respective local media
rrvedia market rrarkets™

Media Engaging in colléctive Ghana The Ghanaian Independent Broad castens Assaciation
industry pushback isgued a letler 1o regulalons that voiced concenns

about a patential US 595 million contract with Beijing-
based StarTimes 10 build Ghana's digital television
infrastructure, urging the govenmnmeant 10 use lecal firms
and protect the broadeast sector fram content conrals
promoted by Beijing.

Madia Expaging Chinege India An Indian journalist exposed & threatening Chinese
embazsy efforts to dictate embassy lethar sam to 260 reporters that demandad
local media coverage adherence 1o Chinese government phrasas when

reporting on Taiwan's National Day, prompling broader
pushback.™

Media Publishing cantexiualized, | Albaria, Jordan A journalist and & university lecturer rom Muslim-
abjective rapoarting aftaer rdjority countries were laken on lours of Xinjiarg,
being taken on Chinese incheding detention facilities, and invastigated beyond
government-sponsonred the afficial Chinese govermment narative, relaying
tours in Minjiarng descriptions of hesvy security regtrictions and closed

[t

Madia Submitting complaints to | Canada An aditor from the Globe Chinese Preds filed a
local redrass mechanism complaint with the British Colurmbia Human Rights
bor suspicious dismissal Tribasnial cwer an appanent dismizssal lor actions that

were disliked by Beijing.”

Kedia/Ciwil Balancing opinion Chile Afer China's ambassadar published an op-ed in B

Society editorials published by Mercunio that attacked a Chilean legislator for visiting
Chinese diplomats leaders of the democracy movement in Hong Kang.

Fundacién para &l Progreso wrole a letter 1o the editor
and helped Hong Kong sctivist leshua Wong transtate
and place a response article ™

Madia/Civil Diginanmation campaign Italy, Serbia, Tabwan | Media and civil sbciel}-gluups—Fﬂrmkhe.mDigi!al

Society detection and analysis Forensics Center™ and Doublethink Lab™—engaged

in detection and forensic analysis of disinformation
GArEaignS on Twitler, Facebook, and LINE.
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https://www.ned.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Chinas-Global-Media-Footprint-Democratic-Responses-to-Expanding-Authoritarian-Influence-Cook-Feb-2021.pdf?utm_source=forum&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=media%20cook

What Can (Must) Free Societies Do?

e concerned about trends in glob:
—Francis Fukuyama

- In a fiercely competitive

DEFENDING environment:

New Quality of Preparation

DEMUBRABY Roll Back Secrecy/Support Openness

[Nad - Rebuff Elite Capture
SHARP PﬂWER - Vigorously Defend Freedom of \ %
~ Expression

@ - Compete More Purposefully in the \
_. Global Media Sphere
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