
33rd International Meeting in Political Studies | Estoril Political Forum 2025 | 4-6 June, 2025 
 

 

OUR SPEAKERS 

Almeida, Carlos Marques de 

Carlos Marques de Almeida holds a PhD in Political Science and International 

Relations from the Institute for Political Studies at the Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa and is currently a Visiting Professor in the same Institute, attached 

to the Contemporary Political Theory Group. During his PhD he was, firstly, 

Visiting Research Student at St. Antony's College, Oxford, being subsequently elected as a Senior 

Associate Member at the same College. Member of the Michael Oakeshott Association 

Executive Committee he is also a Group Officer at the Oxford Society (Portugal). In addition to 

the academic activity, he was for many years a regular columnist at several national newspapers 

and magazines and a political commentator at a television program on news and current affairs. 

Currently he writes a weekly column on Eco – Economia Online. 

Almeida, Filipa Pires de 

Filipa Pires de Almeida is Executive Director of CRB (Center for Responsible 

Business and Leadership) at CATÓLICA-LISBON, and investigates in the area 

of strategy and international business, namely how companies embrace 

sustainable strategies to develop competitive advantage, with a focus on the 

SDGs. She is a professor of executive training, bachelors and masters at the School of Economics 

and Law and is developing her PhD at the Rotterdam School of Management in Strategy and 

Sustainability, focused on the Sustainable Development Goals as a strategic advantage for 

companies. Filipa has a degree in Economics, a Masters in Management, Strategy and 

Entrepreneurship, and she completed the Shared Value executive course at Harvard Business 

School with professors Michael Porter and Mark Kramer. She was a social business trainer and 

mentor, having been Community Manager and Business Developer at IES-Social Business School. 
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She worked as Economic and Monetary Policy Adviser at the European Parliament, having also 

worked at Deloitte Consulting. 

Alves, André Azevedo  

André Azevedo Alves has a PhD in Government (London School of Economics 

and Political Science), MA in Political Science (IEP–UCP), and BA in Economics 

(Faculdade de Economia do Porto). He is currently an Associate Professor with 

Aggregation at IEP-UCP and has been the Director of CIEP, the Research 

Centre of IEP-UCP, since 2013. From 2017 to 2019 he was Director of CESOP 

- Católica Sondagens, a polling unit operating within the Catholic University of Portugal. André 

has been an affiliate of the Benedict XVI Centre for the Study of Religion and Society since its 

creation in 2015 at St. Mary’s University, London. Since May 2024 he is also an Honorary Full 

Professor at St. Mary’s University. André’s main research interests are in political economy, 

political philosophy, ethics and Catholic social thought. André has a particular research interest 

in the contributions of the late Iberian scholastics and runs, with Philip Booth, the Catholic Social 

Thought website (https://catholicsocialthought.org.uk/), funded through a Templeton World 

Charity Foundation project. His most recent publication is the book Catholic Social Thought, the 

Market and Public Policy: Twenty-First-Century Challenges (ed. with PM Booth, St Mary’s 

University Press, 2024), recently also published in Spain (Pensamiento social católico, mercado 

y políticas públicas: Desafíos del siglo XXI, EUNSA, 2025) and with a Portuguese edition 

forthcoming later in the year. André writes a regular column for the Portuguese online 

newspaper Observador and, since 2011, has been a member of the Mont Pelerin Society. 

Barroso, José Manuel Durão 

José Manuel Durão Barroso José Manuel Durão Barroso is former President 

of the European Commission where he completed two mandates between 

2004 and 2014. He’s a former Prime Minister of Portugal . He served on the 

Portuguese Government for 12 years , including in the positions of Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and 

Secretary of State for Home Affairs.  

His academic appointments include Visiting Professor at Georgetown University, Princeton 

University and the Graduate lnstitute for International Studies in Geneva. He is currently a 

visiting professor at the Catholic University of Portugal (Director of its Centre of European 

Studies) and at the European University Institute, School of Transnational Governance, 

Florence. He’s also non resident scholar at Princeton University, where is a member of the 
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Advisory Council of the Liechtenstein Institute.  

He is currently Chairman of International Advisors at Goldman Sachs and Chairman of Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance. 

Barys, Dorota 

Graduate of Hispanic Studies at the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 

Poland.  

She has been working in diplomacy since 2000, initially as a consul at the 

Polish Embassy in Mexico and at the Polish Embassy in Oslo, then as consul 

general in Curitiba, Brazil.  

After returning from Brazil, she held the position of head of section in the Department of 

Cooperation with the Polish Diaspora and Poles Abroad, and later deputy director of the 

Department of Public and Cultural Diplomacy.  

In 2014-2017, director of the Polish Institute in Madrid. In 2018-2024, she held the position of 

deputy director of the Department of the Americas, from November 2023 to September 2024 

heading the department.  

Since September 2024 chief of the Polish Embassy in Lisbon. 

Bento, Vítor  

70 years old; holds a degree in Economics, a Master’s in the Philosophy of 

Action, a PhD in Strategic Studies, and a Certificate in Corporate Governance 

from INSEAD. 

He is currently President of the Portuguese Banking Association, Member of 

the Audit Board of the Catholic University of Portugal – where he is also a Visiting Full Professor; 

Member of the Board of the PWN (Professional Women Network) Lisbon; and Member of the 

General Council of the Portuguese Institute of Corporate Governance. In the past he held 

various executive and non-executive positions in several companies, led the Directorate-

General of the Treasury and the Debt Management Agency (IGCP), served as Director of the 

Bank of Portugal, participated in European Union bodies representing Portuguese official 

institutions, and was an executive director of the Monetary Authority of Macao. He was also a 

member of the (Portugal’s) Council of State (2009–2016). He has taught at several universities 

and is the author of various books on Economics, European Affairs, and Strategy, as well as a 

commentator on economic and financial issues. 
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Bereskin, Cassidy 

Cassidy Bereskin is a PhD researcher and Clarendon Scholar at the Oxford 

Internet Institute, focusing on the efficacy of content disclosure 

interventions to combat synthetic visual disinformation. She authored the 

‘Parliamentary Handbook on Disinformation, AI and Synthetic Media’ and 

has presented globally on tools for tackling misinformation in the era of 

deepfakes and generative AI. Cassidy is the Founder and Director of the Oxford Generative AI 

Summit, an annual event on generative AI and society. She holds an MSc with Distinction from 

the Oxford Internet Institute and a BA in Political Science from McMaster University, where 

she graduated as valedictorian. Her research interests include mis/disinformation, synthetic 

media, and social science experiments. At the OII, she has been a DPhil student since October 

2022 and was an MSc student from September 2021 to August 2022. 

Biti, Tendai 

Tendai Biti is a Zimbabwean politician. He served as a Minister of Finance from 

2009 to 2013 where he was responsible for the stabilisation of the country’s 

economy and major legislative reforms. Tendai Biti was the lead negotiator 

for the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) in dialogue with 

the ruling ZANU PF facilitated by the then President of South Africa, Thabo 

Mbeki. He was elected in four general elections as Member of Parliament for Harare East 

Constituency. He now holds the position of Vice President of Zimbabwe’s opposition party, the 

Citizens Coalition for Change (which evolved from the MDC). Tendai Biti is a practising attorney 

and senior partner for Tendai Biti Law. He specialises in constitutional litigation, human rights 

and labour law. He has written many articles in legal journals and published various articles on 

the Zimbabwean economy Africa and African crisis. 

Branco, José Tomaz Castello  

José Tomaz Castello Branco holds a PhD and a Master's degree in Political 

Science and International Relations from the Institute of Political Studies of 

the Portuguese Catholic University (IEP-UCP). He received a PhD scholarship 

from the FCT and was twice a Visiting Student at the University of Oxford. 

He has been a Visiting Assistant Professor at IEP-UCP since 2000. Between 

2011 and 2014 he also taught at the University of Beira Interior. His main areas of research are 

political theory. He occasionally comments (Reuters, CNN Portugal). 
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Brito, Rita Seabra  

Rita Seabra Brito is the Director of the Rector’s Office. Former director of 

the Estoril Political Forum (the International Annual Meetings in Political 

Studies), Rita holds an MA in Political Science (with a thesis on “The Free 

and Virtuous Society in the Thought of John Paul II”) and was a Visiting 

Student at Oxford University (St. Antony’s College), through the IEP-UCP 

interchange programme, along with a scholarship from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.  

She is an Associate Researcher of the CIEP, and since 2010 she has been a Teaching Assistant, 

working with Professor Manuel Braga da Cruz in the BA courses: “Political Systems and Political 

Regimes”, as well as “Political Parties”. In 2006, she attended a one-month seminar in Krakow, 

Poland, “Tertio Millennio Seminar on the Free Society”, organised by the Ethics and Public Policy 

Center of Washington D.C. Her main research fields include Catholic social teaching, political 

regimes and political systems, with a focus on political parties. She is a member of Instituto Mais 

Liberdade’s Board of Trustees. 

Burnay, Henrique  

Henrique Burnay since 2010 is the owner and senior partner at Eupportunity, 

the first Portuguese European affairs consultancy firm with an office in 

Brussels, working to represent entities before the European institutions and 

to prepare applications for centralized European funding. Since 2010, he is a 

guest lecturer in European Public Policy at the Institute of Political Studies of 

the Portuguese Catholic University and was a guest lecturer at EGP - University of Porto Business 

School, where he taught the Lobbying module in postgraduate management courses. A regular 

commentator on European and international issues, he was a columnist for Diário de Notícias, a 

member of the Café Europa panel on Rádio Observador and has been a columnist for the 

newspaper Expresso Online since 2021 and the author of opinion articles in various publications. 

Calléja, Lucie 

Lucie Calléja is Doctor in International Relations, Security and Defense 

(PhD) at the Institute for Political Studies of Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa (UCP) and researcher at the Research Centre of the Institute 

for Political Studies (CIEP). She completed her PhD in 2024 and was 

Research Fellow at the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT) 

between 2021 and 2024. Before that, she completed the MA in 

Governance Leadership and Democracy Studies at the Institute for Political Studies (IEP-UCP) in 
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2017 and obtained a bachelor’s degree in Political Science at Université Lumière Lyon II (France) 

in 2015. In 2021, she joined the Research Line 'Peace and Civil Society' (LIPSC) of the CIEP (IEP-

UCP). Her research interests focus on conflict resolution and peacebuilding, particularly in Africa, 

with a specific emphasis on community-based initiatives and women’s participation. She is 

current Post-Doctoral Fellow in Integral Human Development (CADOS-UCP) and Invited 

Professor at Universidade Católica Portuguesa. 

Carvalho, Cristina Sá 

Cristina Sá Carvalho (Lisbon) holds a PhD in Political Science and International 

Relations: Security and Defense from the Institute of Political Studies (IEP-

UCP), an MA in Educational Psychology from ISPA and a degree in Psychology 

(ISPA). Recently she finished a CADOS-UCP Postdoctoral Program in Integral 

Human Development with a scholarship from the Porticus Foundation. She´s also an integrated 

researcher at the Center for Research of the Institute of Political Studies (CIEP-IEP-UCP) and a 

member of the Line for Peace and Civil Society Research (LIPS); she is also a CITER-FT-UCP 

collaborative researcher. Invited Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Theology of the Catholic 

University of Portugal (since 2004) and invited Professor at the UCP Instituto de Estudos 

Políticos, where she also coordinates the PhD Programme and tutorial work at PhD level. She’s 

interested in Education Public Policies (Teachers’ Education, Curriculum Development, Religious 

Education), Psychology (Educational; of Religion; Political), Integral Development, Church Social 

Doctrine and the political thought of Pope Francis.  

Cavalieri, Ana 

Ana Cavalieri is a PhD researcher in Political Science and International 

Relations at the Institute for Political Studies (IEP) of the Portuguese 

Catholic University, holds an MA in Politics from the New School for Social 

Research in New York, USA, an MA in Law and Business from the Lisbon 

Law School and the Lisbon School of Business & Economics of the 

Portuguese Catholic University, and a Law Degree from the Lisbon Law School of the Portuguese 

Catholic University. She also completed Postgraduate studies in Transitional Justice, Human 

Rights and Women, Peace & Security at the New York University (NYU), in the USA, and at the 

London School of Economics and Political Science, in the UK. She is a lecturer in Geopolitics, 

Identity Politics and Migration, and a political analyst on international politics on SIC NOTÍCIAS, 

while also providing political commentary in other Portuguese media.  
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Coutinho, João Pereira  

João Pereira Coutinho has a Ph.D. in Political Science and International 

Relations from the Institute of Political Studies of the Catholic University of 

Portugal, where he also teaches. He is a columnist in Portugal and Brazil and 

a regular political commentator on Portuguese television. His latest books 

(‘Conservadorismo’ and ‘Edmund Burke’) have been published simultaneously in Portugal and 

Brazil. 

Crato, Nuno 

Nuno Crato, GCIH, GCIP, is Iniciativa Educação President and research 

professor of Statistics at Cemapre/ISEG, University of Lisbon. 

Researcher, writer, and essayist, some of his books have been published 

in various countries and translated into various languages, such as 

his Figuring It Out (Springer 2010). He recently wrote O Manual 

Escolar (2025, Coimbra, Almedina), Aprender, (2024, Lisbon, FFMS) and Apología del Libro de 

Texto: Cómo Escribir, Elegir y Utilizar un Buen Manual (2024, Madrid, Narcea); 

coauthored Developing Curriculum for Deep Thinking: The Knowledge Revival, (2025, Springer); 

coedited Improving National Education Systems After COVID-19 (Springer 2024) and Data-

Driven Policy Impact Evaluation (Springer 2019). 

He was Education and Science Minister of Portugal (2011-15). At the end of his tenure, students 

achieved the best results ever in international surveys such as PISA and TIMSS. 

He is member of the Education Scientific Council of French Government (CSEN) and other 

science and education organizations. Consultant for various countries and governments. 

Cristo, Alexandre Homem 

Degree in Political Science (UCP) and Master's in Comparative Politics (ICS-

UL).  

Advanced training in Public Policy Analysis (London School of Economics). 

Elected to the Portuguese Parliament in 2024. 

Alexandre Homem Cristo has coordinated educational innovation projects at international and 

national level, in particular combining artificial intelligence with monitoring the reading ability 

of elementary school pupils. He was a National Education Advisor and parliamentary advisor, 
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and a member of the SEDES Coordinating Council. Alexandre Homem Cristo has published 

several articles on public education policies. 

Cruz, Bernardo Ivo 

Bernardo Ivo Cruz has a PhD in Politics from the University of Bristol 

and Advance Training by the Prince of Wales’s Program on Business and 

Sustainability for Senior Executives, by the Leadership and 

Sustainability Institute at the University of Cambridge and is Associated 

Academic in the International Academy for Portuguese Culture. 

Significant professional experience in different industries, including, Diplomacy, Financial 

Services, Public Sector, Private Business, Higher Education, NGOs, media and working with 

International Organisations. Served as Secretary of State for International Trade and Foreign 

Investment, Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Honorary Consul of Botswana in 

Portugal. Lived and worked in Belgium, Brazil, Portugal, Timor Leste and the United Kingdom. 

Cruz, Manuel Braga da  

Manuel Braga da Cruz is graduated in Philosophy from the Faculty of 

Philosophy, UCP in 1968, and in Sociology from the Faculty of Social Sciences, 

the Gregorian University (Rome), in 1974 and a Doctoral Degree awarded by 

ISCTE-IUL – the Higher Institute of Work and Company Sciences, Technical 

University of Lisbon, in 1987. Aggregated in Political Sociology by the same 

University in 1992 and approved by public tender as Research Coordinator at the Institute of 

Social Sciences, University of Lisbon in 1994. Full Guest Professor at the FCH, UCP (since 1992). 

Director of the Department of Communications Science, FCH (1994-1997). Assistant Director 

and Coordinator of Communication Sciences at this Faculty since 1999. Board member of the 

Institute of Political Studies (since 1997) and professor on the Master's Degree in Political Theory 

and Science (since 1997). Director of the UCP Integrated Institute of Support for Scientific 

Research (1993-2000). UCP Rector (2000-2012). Corresponding member of the Portuguese 

Academy of History (since 1991). Member of the UCP Scientific Society (since 1994) and a 

member of the Board (1998-2001). President of the Portuguese Association of Political Science 

(1998-2001). Member of the National Commission of Justice and Peace (between 1993 and 

2002). President of the Board of Evaluation for Private University Teaching and member of the 

National Board of Higher Education Evaluation (1999-2000). Member of the Higher Education 

Consultancy Board (since 2003). 
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Dias, Mónica  

Mónica Dias is Associate Professor and Director of the Institute of Political 

Studies (IEP) at the Portuguese Catholic University.  

She teaches and conducts research in the areas of Conflict and Peace 

Studies, Democracy, Contemporary International Politics, International 

Organisations and Human Rights. She directs the Research Line on Peace Studies and Civil 

Society at the Institute's Study Centre and is responsible for the Summit of Democracies, which 

is supported by the European Parliament.  

She has taught at the University of Cologne and was a scholarship holder of the DAAD, the United 

States Information Agency (now Fulbright), the FCT and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. 

She was an advisor to the Committee on Education, Science and Culture in the Portuguese 

Parliament and a trainer in international seminars organised by the European Commission and 

the European Parliament in the areas of Multicultural Education, Leadership and Conflict 

Management. She is a member of the Board of the Portuguese Political Science Association and 

a commentator on international political affairs in the media, with extensive publications in this 

field. 

Domingues, Filipe 

Filipe Domingues is co-founder of The Centre for Cooperation in Cyberspace 

(CCC), which is an independent network of NGOs, think tanks, foundations 

and universities spanning across 18 Latin American and African countries. 

He is responsible for global stakeholder relations and advisory to public and 

private decision makers. Country Representative in Portugal of the Institute 

for Economics and Peace, an Australia-based think tank working in the intersection of Business, 

Peace and Economics. He is an international affairs analyst with over 10 years-experience in 

private diplomacy. He is a specialist on Latin American issues, mainly digital policy and bi-

regional dialogue with the EU. He has a degree in Communication and postgraduate experience 

in Diplomacy and International Affairs. He is the co- author of UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres’ biography “Honest Broker”. 
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Duque, Raquel 

Raquel Duque: PhD in Political Science and International Relations: 

Security and Defence (IEP-UCP), MA in International Security and 

Terrorism (University of Nottingham) and BA in Political Science and 

International Relations (FCSH-UNL). She has carried out periods of 

research and academic studies at St Antony's College (University of 

Oxford) and Sciences Po, Paris. She is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law of Universidade 

Lusíada and a Visiting Assistant Professor at the Institute for Political Studies of Universidade 

Católica Portuguesa. She is an integrated researcher at CEJEIA/UL and an associate researcher 

at CIEP/UCP. She is a National Defence and Civil Crisis Management auditor for the National 

Defence Institute. She is the author of several national and international academic publications 

and has spoken at various conferences in Portugal and abroad. She participates as a specialist in 

International Relations in the media. 

Ennes, Nuno 

Nuno Ennes is a graduate in Law from the Faculty of Law of the University 

of Lisbon, he began his professional life as a lawyer and legal consultant. 

From 2022 onwards, he attended a master's degree in Political Science and 

International Relations: Security and Defence at the Institute of Political 

Studies (IEP) of the Catholic University of Portugal (UCP), which he 

completed in 2024 with the dissertation “Churchill, Savrola and the Future of Democracy”, on 

the political thought of Winston S. Churchill. He is currently preparing his doctoral thesis project 

at the IEP, also on Churchill’s political thought. In the academic year 2024-2025 he was an 

assistant to Professor João Carlos Espada in the courses of “Tradition of Liberty” and “Vital 

Centre”. His particular research interests include: the Future of Democracy; Tradition of Liberty; 

Vital Centre; Anglo-American Political Culture; Maritime Political Culture. 

Espada, João Carlos  

João Carlos Espada is Professor and co-founder (1996) of the Institute for 

Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal, where he is 

University professor of Political Studies. He earned his D.Phil from the 

University of Oxford (1990-94), under the supervision of (Lord) Ralf 

Dahrendorf, and he taught at Brown, Stanford and Georgetown 

Universities in the US (1994-96 and 1999/2000) as well as in the College of Europe, 

Natolin/Warsaw (2011-2013). He is the editor of the quarterly journal Nova Cidadania (Est. 
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1998) and president of the Portuguese section of the International Churchill Society/Churchill 

Centre, as well as a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Democracy. He was political 

advisor to President Mário Soares (1986-91) and President Aníbal Cavaco Silva (2006-2011). He 

is the secretary of the Oxford Society of Portugal. His latest book is The Anglo-American Tradition 

of Liberty: A View from Europe (London/New York: Routledge, 2016/2018; Liberdade Como 

Tradição, Brazilian edition, Távola Editorial, 2019 and Portuguese edition, D. Quixote, 2023). 

João Carlos Espada was awarded an Honorary OBE by HM Queen Elizabeth II in September 2018. 

Faria, Luís Leal de 

Luís Leal de Faria holds a bachelor’s in economics and a Master’s in Finance 

from Nova School of Business and Economics (Nova SBE), as well as a PhD in 

Political Science and International Relations from the Institute for Political 

Studies at Universidade Católica Portuguesa (IEP Católica). He currently 

lectures at IEP Católica and is a researcher at its Research Centre (CIEP). He has also been a 

Teaching Assistant at Nova SBE since 2020 and an Economist at the Portuguese Securities 

Market Commission (CMVM) since 2021. Previously, he worked at the Bank of Portugal and the 

European Central Bank. 

Fati, Sandji 

Sandji Fati, born on August 5, 1956, is a prominent figure in Guinea-Bissau, 

known for his commitment to the country's defense, security and 

development. He began his political activity in 1971, during the struggle for 

independence. A graduate in Military Sciences from the M. Frunze Military 

Academy in the USSR, he also has a law degree and specializations from 

prestigious institutions. He has held important positions in the Armed Forces, including Chief of 

Staff of the Army. In public administration, he was Minister of Defense, Agriculture, Interior and 

Education, as well as a UN consultant. He has participated in peace negotiations and strategic 

projects, and is multilingual and computer literate. His career has been marked by dedication 

and leadership, making him a reference in the history of Guinea-Bissau. 

Fernandes, José Manuel 

José Manuel Fernandes is Administrator and publisher of the Portuguese 

Online Newspaper “Observador” since 2014. Former editor in chief of the 

Portuguese daily "PÚBLICO" till 2009. Attended the Biology BA, in the Sciences 

College of the Lisbon University; Journalist since 1976, worked in the weekly 
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"Expresso" between 1980 and 1989. Founder of the daily newspaper "PÚBLICO" in 1989. 

Contributor and member of the Editorial Board of the revue "Risco" during all its existence. 

Contributor and member of the Editorial Board of the magazine "Nova Cidadania" since it was 

founded. Founder and member of the direction of the Press Observatory. Former member of 

the board of the World Forum of Editors. Author of several books, namely “Liberdade e 

Informação”, FFMS, 2011. Great Prize of the Portuguese Press Club in 1998. Former guest 

Professor of the Lisbon College of Media, of the Human Sciences College of the Catholic 

University and of the Emprise Communication College. 

Figueiredo, Martim Avillez 

Martim Avillez Figueiredo is a founding partner at CoRe Capital, a private equity 

management company. He was a board member at Grupo Impresa and at Sonae. 

A former journalist, he founded the daily newspaper i, which was voted European 

Newspaper of the Year and, among other positions, was director of Diário 

Económico. He holds a Master's degree in Political Theory from Institute for 

Political Studies at Catholic University of Portugal (2002) and was a visiting student at the 

University of Oxford. He holds a BA from Kellog University and the Católica Business School. He 

is the author of the book “Será que os Surfistas devem ser Subsidiados?”, Aletheia, 2013. He is 

52 years old and is married to Rita, with whom he has two children, Martim and Luis. 

Flather, Paul  

Paul Flather studied at Balliol College, Oxford for his BA and later 

doctorate. He has been a Fellow at Corpus Christ and Mansfield Colleges, 

Oxford (1994-21). He served as Secretary–General/CEO of the Europaeum 

association of leading European universities (2000-17). He was founding 

Secretary-General/CEO of the Central European University (1990-1994), 

and helped establish a raft of other Open Society initiatives in Central and East Europe. He 

was then Director of International and External affairs for Oxford University (1994-2000). 

Previously, he worked as a journalist, including at the BBC, Times Newspapers, and the New 

Statesman (deputy editor), and was an elected Chair of London Post-16 education on the 

London Education Authority (1986-1990). He worked with dissident movements in Central 

Europe in the 1980s, recently receiving the Jan Masaryk Silver Medal for his work, and with 

UK race equality and cultural groups for 40 years. His research work has focused on 

democracy, corruption, education, particularly related to India and Europe. His doctorate won 

the Political Studies Association Prize. Recent writings are on Dynasty and Democracy (OUP 
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2017), Protest in Democracy (2021, South Korean PSA), and pieces in The Round Table journal. 

He currently chairs several British charities to do with philosophy, resistance, scholarships, 

commonwealth studies and youth work. He has lectured in many universities around the 

world, and is currently a visiting professor in universities in Peru and India 

Fonseca, Carmen 

Carmen Fonseca is Assistant Professor of International Relations at Nova 

University of Lisbon, Portugal. She is the Director of the Portuguese 

Institute of International Relations (IPRI-NOVA). She was Visiting Fellow 

at Institute of Social and Political Studies of the State University of Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil (2023) and at Getulio Vargas Foundation, Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil (2012). She holds a Phd (2014) in International Relations, from NOVA FCSH, 

about Brazilian foreign policy strategies during Lula da Silva period. Between 2008 and 2024 

she was editor of Relações Internacionais journal. Her main research interests cover EU-Brazil 

relations, Brazilian foreign policy, Brazil-Portugal relations and Foreign Policy Analysis. 

Franco, Lívia  

Lívia Franco is Associate Professor and Senior Researcher at the Institute 

for Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal (IEP-Católica) and 

Associate Researcher at the pan-European think-tank ECFR (European 

Council on Foreign Relations). Her areas of interest include Contemporary 

International Politics, Transatlantic Relations, Portuguese Foreign Policy and European Politics. 

She has authored, edited and translated various articles and books in these areas. She earned 

her PhD in Political Science at the Catholic University of Portugal and her MA in International 

Relations from Leuven University. She was Fulbright PhD student at Boston College and Visiting 

Scholar at Brown University. During the Fall Semester 2021, she was FLAD Visiting Professor at 

Georgetown University, where she taught a course on Democracy in Europe: History, Politics 

and Public Opinion. Lívia Franco is a resident commentator at the Portuguese TV news channel 

SIC Notícias and regularly serves as commentator on European and International Affairs in other 

media outlets. 
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Friedek, Martin 

Since 2015, Martin Friedek has been a Political Analyst and Project 

Coordinator at the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation’s Country Office for Spain 

and Portugal in Madrid, Spain. Previously, he held the same position from 

2011 to 2014 at the Foundation’s office in Mexico City. Prior to that, he 

worked as a Legislative Assistant at the German Federal Parliament in 

Berlin. He holds a master’s degree in political science from the Universities of Potsdam and 

Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany, and is currently completing an Executive Master’s program at 

ESIC Business School, Madrid. He is specialized in the analysis of political and economic events 

and the political system of Spain and Portugal as well as both countries’ EU and external 

relations, with a special focus on Latin America. In addition, he regularly examines current socio-

political trends and shifts, with a particular attention to geopolitics and innovation (digitalization 

and AI). 

Garcia, Francisco Proença  

Francisco Proença is currently Associate Professor with Habilitation and 

Associate Dean for Faculty at the Institute for Political Studies of the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa; Visiting Academic at University of Saint 

Joseph (Macau), Instituto Universitário Militar (Lisbon) and Mozambique 

Catholic University (Beira). Among other duties, he served as national 

representative in the Science and Technology Organization / North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(2014-16), Head of the Department of Postgraduate Studies of the Military Academy (2014), 

Advisor of the Chief of the Army Staff 2011-14); Military Advisor to the Portuguese Delegation 

to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Defense Agency (2008-11), 

President of the Scientific Council of the Higher Institute of Business Communication (2013), 

Vice-President of the Army Research Center (2002 and 2014), Planning Officer of the PKF / 

UNTAET Central Sector Command Headquarters in Timor-Leste (2001). Francisco Proença Garcia 

is Academic of the International Academy of Portuguese Culture, Academic of the Brazilian 

Institute of Geography and Military History and Director of the Lisbon Geographical Society. He 

has written 16 books and published several dozens of scientific articles in the areas of 

International Relations, Security Studies and African Studies. His most recent edited book is 

Authoritarian Power and the Challenges to Liberal Democracy (2022), Aletheia, Lisbon. 
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Garschagen, Bruno 

Bruno Garschagen is a political scientist, lecturer, writer, and PhD 

candidate in Political Science at the Institute for Political Studies of the 

Catholic University of Portugal (IEP-UCP), where he also earned his 

Master’s degree. He was a visiting student at the University of Oxford. 

He is the author of the best-selling books Stop Believing in the 

Government: Why Brazilians Don’t Trust Politicians but Love the State (Record, 2015) and 

Maximum Rights, Minimum Duties: The Festival of Privileges Undermining Brazil (Record, 2018). 

His most recent work is The Essentials of Conservatism (O Mínimo, 2023) — all published in 

Brazil. He has served as a political commentator for major Brazilian newspapers, radio stations, 

and television networks. 

Currently, he is a partner at Garschagen Advisory, a consultancy focused on political intelligence, 

advising companies on how to integrate political analysis into strategic planning and decision-

making. 

Gomes, Pilar Figueroa 

Pilar Figueroa Gomes is a doctoral student at the Institute for Political 

Studies of the Catholic University of Portugal, focusing her research on 

the Middle East. She holds a master’s in management from ESCP 

Business School, Paris and has previously studied in the UK, France, 

Spain and Egypt. 

Gregório, Inês 

Inês Gregório is Invited Assistant Professor at IEP-UCP and her main 

research interests include education policies and strategies and political 

economy; she is also Vice-Director of the Research Centre of the 

Institute for Political Studies of Universidade Católica Portuguesa (CIEP-

UCP), where she is responsible for the ongoing research projects. Inês 

holds a PhD in Political Science and International Relations, an MA in Politics, Philosophy and 

Economics from the University of York, United Kingdom, and a BA in International Relations from 

the Institute for Political Studies of Universidade Católica Portuguesa. Between 2013 and 2016, 

she was a correspondent in Portugal of the Iberian office in Spain of the Konrad Adenauer 

Stiftung. 
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Grénier, Camille 

Camille Grenier is the Executive Director of the Forum on Information and 

Democracy, a civil society organization leading efforts to promote and 

safeguard the principles of information integrity and democracy globally. 

Camille is recognized for his expertise at the intersection of media freedom, 

information integrity, and platform governance. His previous work has 

notably focused on innovation in civil drone technologies, research on the impact of regulation 

on innovation, and projects on how emerging technologies intersect with society and 

democratic values. 

Hasselberger, William 

William Hasselberger (PhD, University of Virginia) is an Associate 

Professor in the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic University of 

Portugal (IEP-UCP), and the Director of the Digital Ethics Laboratory (LED), 

a center for advanced study on emerging technologies and their impact 

on society and human wellbeing. Vice-president for the UCP Research 

Ethics Commission for Technology, Social Sciences and the Humanities, William is also a Visiting 

Researcher at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture at the University of Virginia. 

William's research covers several areas including Artificial Intelligence (AI) and technology 

ethics, moral virtue and human well-being, and the philosophy of mind. He has published on 

topics such as the distinction between human and machine intelligence; whether algorithms can 

fully replicate human moral judgment; how "sociable" AI companions and virtual assistants may 

transform human relationships; the social implications of virtual and augmented reality 

technology (VR/AR); and the ethical concerns surrounding the use of AI and autonomous 

systems in the military. His work appears in numerous international journals in the fields of 

philosophy, social science, psychology, and technology. William is currently co-authoring a book 

tentatively titled, What's the Good in AI? Intelligence, Relationships, and Embodied Flourishing. 

He was born in Ankara, Turkey, and has lived throughout Europe and North America. 

Junior, Adalberto Costa 

Adalberto Costa Júnior, born on May 8, 1962, in Quinjenje, Angola, pursued 

primary and secondary education in Angola and higher education in 

Electrotechnical Engineering in Porto. He also studied Public Ethics in Rome. 

Professionally, he has qualifications in Political Communication and Marketing, 
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and speaks Portuguese, English, Italian, and French. His political career includes roles as UNITA 

Diplomatic Representative, Vice-President and President of the UNITA Parliamentary Group, and 

President of UNITA since 2019. He was a presidential candidate in 2022, receiving 43.4% of the 

votes. He is also a member of the Republic Council of Angola and the Pan-African Parliament. 

Kierse, Julius 

Julius Kierse graduated from the PPE programme at Karlshochschule 

International University in 2020, and his thesis was about: "The influence of the 

euro crisis on the coronavirus recovery package negotiations: A discourse 

analysis on the Austrian and German differences in their EU political stances.” 

He concluded his MA at the IEP (GLDS) in 2022, and his MA thesis was: "The FED's monetary 

policies during the COVID-19 pandemic and their redistributive effect.” His PhD thesis is about 

the US elite structural dynamics in the context of US strategic decision-making during the Russo-

Ukrainian War. He is interested in political economy, geopolitics and how elite networks justify 

strategic decisions, and shape public perception through discourse and symbolic power. 

Klepal, Jakub  

Executive Director of the Forum 2000 Foundation and Member of the Board 

of Directors of the Association for Democracy Assistance and Human Rights 

(DEMAS). Previously, he served as the Chairman of the Board of DEMAS, he 

was an analyst with the Association for International Affairs (AMO), Head of 

its Americas program, and a Member of its Board of Directors. He was a 

journalist, a research scholar at the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 

México (UNAM), and a Fulbright Scholar at the Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS) 

in the United States. A graduate of the Faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University and of the 

Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of Business at the University of Pittsburgh. 

Kolodiy, Olena 

Olena Kolodiy is a PhD Candidate at the Institute of Political Studies at 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, where she previously earned a Master’s 

degree in Political Science and International Relations, specializing in Security 

and Defense. She also holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and 

International Relations from NOVA University of Lisbon. Throughout her 

academic journey, Olena has gained practical experience through roles at the Food and 
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Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Portugal, the Embassy of Portugal in 

Canada, and the Embassy of Portugal in Russia. 

Currently, Olena is working at Consulate General of Portugal in Boston while conducting 

research for her doctoral thesis. Olena is fluent in Russian, Ukrainian, Romanian, Spanish, 

Portuguese, and English, and has intermediate proficiency in French and Polish. 

Lopes, Nuno Piteira 

Married and the father of three children, Nuno Piteira Lopes has been Deputy 

Mayor of Cascais since January 2024. With a degree in Economics from 

Universidade Lusófona de Humanidades e Tecnologias (2001), he 

complemented his training with the Senior Management Programme at AESE 

Business School (2019), deepening his skills in leadership, strategic 

management and organizational excellence. 

With a career focused on public administration and community development, he began his 

career as an Administrative Technician at the Cascais Institute of Technological Education. Later, 

he worked in professional training at Candifor and ECCO - Espaço Comunitário da Comunidade 

Cabo-Verdiana in Outurela (Oeiras), experiences that cemented his commitment to public 

service and social inclusion. 

Between 2011 and 2024, he was an Executive Councillor at Cascais Municipal Council, taking on 

responsibilities in the areas of Urban Planning, Finance, Environment and Economic Activities. 

During this period, he stood out for his strategic vision and capacity for execution, promoting 

innovative and sustainable public policies. He is also President of DNA Cascais, the municipal 

entrepreneurship agency, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Lisbon Tourism 

Association, actively contributing to the economic dynamism and attractiveness of the 

municipality. 

Mach, Zdzislaw  

Zdzisław Mach is a Professor of Sociology and Social Anthropology, and the 

founder and former Director of the Institute of European Studies.  

In his academic career, Prof. Mach the Dean of the Faculty of International 

and Political Studies at the Jagiellonian University (2016-2019). He was the 

Rector's Proxy for International Cooperation (2012-2016), the Director of the 

Institute of European Studies of the Jagiellonian University (2004-2012), Head of the Chair of 
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European Studies (2000-2004), the Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy of the Jagiellonian 

University (1993-1999) and the Director of the Institute of Sociology of the Jagiellonian 

University (1991-1994). A former member of the Council of European Education at the Ministry 

of Higher Education of the Republic of Poland, and advisor to the Chief Negotiator of the Polish 

Government for EU Membership. He is the chairperson of the Commission on European Matters 

of the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences. Honorary Doctor of Letters (DLitt), University of 

Glasgow 

Research on cultural processes of national and European identity-shaping; nation, nationalism 

and ethnic minorities; migration; collective memory and cultural heritage; democracy and 

identity; development of the idea of Europe. Author and editor of 20 books and over 150 articles 

Marshall, Catherine 

Catherine Marshall is full professor of British Studies at CY Cergy Paris 

University (France). She created and directed the MA programme “Political 

Ideas in a Digital Age” from 2019 to 2024. Her research focuses on the 

intellectual and political history of the Victorian period and its enduring legacy 

in twentieth- and twenty-first-century Britain. Her work has notably examined the ideas and 

influence of Walter Bagehot, led to the discovery and publication of the papers of the 

Metaphysical Society (1869–1881), and explored the evolution of political “deference” within 

the British constitution in her book Political Deference in a Democratic Age: British Politics and 

the Constitution from the Eighteenth Century to Brexit (Palgrave Macmillan, 2021). Her most 

recent publication is the co-edited volume Twenty-First Century Perspectives on the Scholarship 

of A. V. Dicey: The Enduring Legacy of a Victorian Constitutionalist (Hart, 2024), with Céline 

Roynier. Her current work centres on the historical foundations and development of British 

Conservatism since the nineteenth century. She has recently co-directed, with Emily Jones, 

Seamus Perry, and Miles Taylor, a special issue of Cahiers Victoriens et 

Edouardiens titled Benjamin Disraeli (1804–1881): His Lives and Afterlives (Spring 2025). 

Martinho, Ana  

Ana Martinho joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1975, and in 1979, 

the United Nations Permanent Mission in New York. In 1986, she held the 

position of Diplomatic Adviser to the Prime Minister of Portugal and in 1991, 

Chief of Staff to the Minister of Finance. In 1994, she returned to the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, first as Director of Services for International Political Organizations, 

then as Deputy Director-General for Communitarian Affairs, Director of the Department of 
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General Administration and Director-General for Multilateral Affairs. In 2001, she began her 

duties as Ambassador, where she was posted at the OECD, Prague, Brussels as Principal Advisor 

to the President of the European Commission, the OSCE and Vienna (Austria). In 2013, she 

returned to Portugal as Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as President of 

the National Commission for UNESCO. From 2017 until 2021, she held the position of Advisor 

for International Relations to the President of the Portuguese Republic. She is at present, and 

since 2022, Associated Researcher of the Research Centre of the Institute for Political Studies at 

the Universidade Católica Portuguesa. She worked in the organization of the World Youth Day – 

Lisboa (2021-2023) (International Relations). Awarded with the Grand Crosses of the Military 

Order of Christ, Prince Henry the Navigator and Merit. 

Martins, Guilherme d’Oliveira 

Guilherme d’Oliveira Martins, born in 1952, has a Masters Degree in Juridical 

and Economic Science (Universidade de Lisboa). He is currently Trustee of the 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. President of the Grand Council of the CNC – 

Centro Nacional de Cultura (National Centre for Culture). University Professor 

at the University Lusíada and the University of Lisbon. Effective Member of the 

Portuguese Academy of Sciences. Effective Member of the Portuguese Naval Academy. Member 

of Merit of the Portuguese Academy of History. Corresponding Member of the Brazilian 

Academy of Letters – Chair 20. Chairman of the General Assembly of the World Monuments 

Fund. Honoris Causa by Lusíada University, Aberta University and Lisbon University. Mr. 

Oliveira Martins has held several ministerial positions and is a member of several 

international and national institutions. He is also author of several books 

and has been awarded several insignias. 

Monjardino, Miguel  

Miguel Monjardino is Visiting Professor of Geopolitics and Geostrategy at the 

Institute for Political Studies, Portuguese Catholic University, since 2001. He is 

the foreign affairs columnist of the newspaper Expresso and a political-military 

analyst with the cable news TV channel SIC-Notícias. In 2004, Miguel created 

the Republic, a Greek Classics programme for high-school students in Angra do 

Heroísmo, his hometown in the Azores.  
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Morgado, Miguel  

Miguel Morgado (BA Economics, MA Political Science, PhD Political Science) 

teaches Political Theory and Political Economy at the Institute of Political 

Studies. In 2011- 2015 he was the Senior Political Advisor to the Prime Minister 

of Portugal. And in 2015-2019 he was a member of Parliament (serving as Vice-

President of his parliamentary group between 2015 and 2018). He is the author of several 

articles and books on different subjects of political theory. His latest book is “Soberania. Dos 

seus usos e abusos na vida política” (Dom Quixote, 2021). He is currently working on a book on 

the great debates of political economy and on another one on Love as a principle of political 

order. 

Mykhailenko, Maryna  

Maryna Mykhailenko, is the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of Ukraine to the Portuguese Republic. Was born on August 9, 1975, in Baku, 

Azerbaijan. Graduated in 1997 from the Institute of International Relations, 

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv PhD in History, 2021. 

Has over 27 years of diplomatic service in Ukraine’s MFA and Presidential Administration. 

Held senior posts in Ukrainian embassies in Italy and in multilateral foreign policy departments 

Director of the EU and NATO Department, MFA of Ukraine (2019–2023). Was appointed 

Ambassador to Portugal by Presidential Decree in February 2023. 

Is fluent in English and Italian and holds the rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 

Plenipotentiary, 1st class. 

Nhamposse, Alice 

Professor at the Catholic University of Mozambique, Deputy Director of 

Education at UCM-Maputo; Journalist with significant experience in areas 

such as women's situation analysis and social development, communication 

and media, and production of radio programs. She has over 18 years of 

experience as a University Professor, foundational training in Primary 

Education as a History and Geography teacher, a degree in Journalism and Public Relations and 

Marketing. Master's in Educational Communication, Master's in Strategy and Business 

Development, PhD in Educational Sciences specializing in Social Pedagogy. Doctoral candidate 

in Communication Science. 
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Nodia, Ghia 

Ghia Nodia is a professor of politics at Ilia Chavchavadze State University in 

Tbilisi, Georgia. He is also the founder and chairman of the Caucasus Institute 

for Peace, Democracy and Development (CIPDD), an independent public policy 

think tank in Tbilisi, Georgia. In February–December 2008, he served as the 

minister for education and science of Georgia. His most recent publications include Democracy 

(in Georgian, Tbilisi: Ilia State University Publishing, 2019), and articles “Democracy’s Inevitable 

Elites“, Journal of Democracy, January 2020, „The New Georgia: Politics, Economy and Society“, 

in: Galina M. Yemelianova and Laurence Broers (Eds), Routledge Handbook of the Caucasus 

(Oxon, New York: Routledge, 2020), and “The Uncertain State of Georgia’s Democracy” 

(Brussels: CEPS, 2020).  

Núñez, Rafael Rubio 

Rafa Rubio is a Doctor in Constitutional Law (Extraordinary Prize) and Full 

Professor of Constitutional Law at the Complutense University of Madrid. 

Specialized in electoral law, parliamentary law, and fundamental rights of 

participation and freedom of expression. He has authored six monographs, 

edited four collective books, and written more than 70 academic articles and 

book chapters. He has supervised nine doctoral theses and has taught postgraduate courses at 

over 30 universities worldwide. He has also conducted research as a visiting scholar at 

Georgetown University, Harvard University, George Washington University, Scuola Superiore 

Sant'Anna, and Dublin City University.  

He served as the deputy director of the Center for Political and Constitutional Studies, chair on 

the Transparency and Participation Council of the Community of Madrid and was a member of 

the Open Government Forum of the Spanish government. He headed the Research Group on 

Technology and Democracy and was affiliated with the Venice Commission. Currently, he is the 

Principal Investigator of a national project and a European project on cybersecurity and electoral 

disinformation. Researcher at the ICCAL Lab at the Max Planck Institute (25/27) and member of 

the Advisory Committee of Transparency International (Spain), he is a member of the academic 

committee of the Global Network of Electoral Justice. Furthermore, he is a member of the 

Editorial Committee of the Journal of the State (Colombia), the Scientific Committee of the 

Center for the Study of Political Parties (UNED), and the Research Group on Technology and 

Democracy at the Complutense University of Madrid. 
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Nunes, Daniela 

Daniela Nunes is a PhD researcher at the Institute for Political Studies – 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa. Daniela holds a BA and an MA in Political 

Science and International Relations, both from IEP-UCP. Her main areas of 

interest include the Cold War, Soviet and post-Soviet affairs, Russian and 

Eastern European politics, and political leadership. 

In 2023, she published her first book, entitled: Mikhail Gorbachev and the End of the Soviet 

Empire. Daniela serves as International Politics commentator in the Portuguese media channels, 

TV and radio. She also writes for the Portuguese newspaper Expresso. 

Owen, John   

John M. Owen IV is Amb. Henry J. and Mrs. Marion R. Taylor Professor of 

Politics at the University of Virginia, and a Senior Fellow at the Institute for 

Advanced Studies in Culture and Miller Center of Public Affairs.  His latest book 

is The Ecology of Nations: American Democracy in a Fragile World Order (Yale, 

2023), which won the 2025 Grawemeyer Award in World Order.  He also is author of Confronting 

Political Islam (Princeton, 2015), The Clash of Ideas in World Politics (Princeton, 2010), 

and Liberal Peace, Liberal War (Cornell 1997).  Owen has also published articles in many 

academic journals as well Foreign Affairs and the New York Times.  A former Editor-in-Chief 

of Security Studies, he has held fellowships or visitorships at Harvard, Stanford, Princeton, 

Oxford, the Free University of Berlin, the WZB Berlin Social Science Research Center, and the 

University of British Columbia.  In 2015 he received a Humboldt Research Prize (Germany). 

Palma, D. Alexandre 

Alexandre Palma was born in Lisbon in 1978. He is auxiliary bishop of the 

Patriarchate of Lisbon (since July 2024). He is also an Assistant Professor of 

the Portuguese Catholic University (UCP) and a Researcher in Theology. 

After beginning his studies in engineering, he graduated in theology from 

UCP (2005), where he also completed his master's degree (2008). He later 

resided in Rome, where he received a doctorate in theology from the Pontifical Gregorian 

University (2013). Since returning to Lisbon, he teaches at the Portuguese Catholic University 

and is a full researcher at CITER - Research Center for Theology and Religion Studies. He also 

taught in Brazil (PUC-Rio, PUC-Paraná, UNICAP and FAJE). His research focuses on theological 
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epistemology, the question of God, Christology, the theology of religions, theology in the 

European context, and the theology of space. 

Patrício, Henrique Sousa 

Henrique de Sousa Patrício is a PhD student at the Institute for Political Studies 

(IEP) at the Catholic University of Portugal. He holds an MA in Governance, 

Leadership, and Democracy Studies from IEP — where he was awarded the 

Alexis de Tocqueville Prize — and an MA in European Studies from Jagiellonian 

University. His background includes a law degree and an internship at the EU Court of Justice. 

His MA thesis explored issues of public policy, sovereignty, and populism in contemporary Brazil, 

and his current research interests revolve around the intersection of political thought, liberal 

democracy, and AI governance. 

Pattenden, Miles 

Miles Pattenden (Europaeum, Oxford) is Director of the Europaeum’s Core 

Programme. A graduate of Cambridge, Oxford and Toronto, he previously held 

fellowships at St Hugh’s College, Oxford and Wolfson College, Oxford. He has 

also taught at University College, Cork and the Australian Catholic University. His 

research concerns the culture and politics of Catholicism and he is the author or 

editor of six books including Electing the Pope in Early Modern Italy (Oxford University Press, 

2017). He is Editor of The Journal of Religious History and a regular contributor to news media 

in Australia, Britain, Canada, and the United States. 

Phillips, Jenny Lao 

Jenny Oliveros Phillips is an Associate Professor of Human and Social 

Sciences at the University of Saint Joseph (USJ). She has been the Dean of 

the Faculty of Business and Law since 2018. Prof. Phillips was awarded a 

PhD in Business Administration from USJ in 2015 with the highest honour 

of Summa cum Laude. With an MBA jointly awarded by the Inter-

University Institute of Macau and the Catholic University of Portugal (2003), an MA in English 

Literature from the University of Macau (2007), and a Bachelor in Tourism Business from the 

Macau University of Tourism (2000), Prof. Phillips has been teaching a wide range of courses for 

the past 23 years in the areas of innovation and entrepreneurship, social services management, 

marketing for culture, global strategy and English literature. Her research interests and 
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publications include business sustainability, entrepreneurship, organisation behaviour, 

government studies, tourism and literature. 

Pica, Bruno 

Commander Bruno Pica serves in the Portuguese Navy and is currently 

posted at the Ministry of National Defence, where he acts as the National 

Focal Point for the European Defence Fund and the National Point of 

Contact for the Capability, Armament & Planning Directorate of the 

European Defence Agency. He holds a degree in Naval Engineering with a 

specialization in Weapons and Electronics Engineering from the Portuguese Naval Academy and 

is a qualified submarine operations expert. His academic background also includes a 

postgraduate degree in Information Technology, a master’s in project management, completion 

of the Senior Staff Officer Course at the Naval War College, and an Executive MBA from ISCTE & 

London Business School. He is presently pursuing a Ph.D. in Political Science and International 

Relations at the Institute for Political Studies, Catholic University of Portugal. He brings extensive 

experience in defence industry consultancy and advisory roles, particularly in the management 

of complex international defence programmes and European defence funding instruments. 

Pinto, Fernando Ferreira 

Fernando Ferreira Pinto is Vice-Rector at Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

(UCP) for Legal Issues and holds a PhD in Legal Sciences (UCP, 2012). He 

lectures several subjects of law at the Law Faculty of UCP since1983. Lawyer 

and founding partner of the law firm “Ferreira Pinto & Associados”, he has 

also a vast arbitral experience; currently member of the Arbitrators List of 

the Centre for Arbitration of the Lisbon Commercial Association – Portuguese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, and of several scientific and professional associations, including the 

Portuguese Bar Association, the Scientific Society of the Portuguese Catholic University, the 

Deutsch-Lusitanische Juristen Vereinigung, the International Bar Association (IBA), and the 

Portuguese Arbitration Association. 

Pondé Luiz Felipe 

Luís Felipe Pondé is a philosopher, the director of the Laboratório de 

Política, Comportamento e Mídia of the Catholic University of São Paulo 

(PUCSP). 
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Quintas, Jorge 

Jorge Quintas was born in December of 1956. Has a Law Degree Law School of 

Lisbon. Currently he is General-Secretary at Amélia de Mello Foundation, since 

2017. Jorge Quintas was CEO of M Dados (Shared Service of José de Mello 

Group since 2000), Assistant Professor of Economic Politics and Public 

Finances at Law School of Lisbon, 1982-1999, Manager at Banco de Mello de Investimentos, 

1996-1997, Manager at Lisnave Internacional, 1997-1999 and Executive Manager in the African 

Committee of Jose de Mello Group, 1996-2000. 

Racicot, Élise 

Élise Racicot (BA [Public Relations], University of Quebec in Montréal, 

2001; MPA, University of Public Administration, 2018) began her career 

with the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in 2002. In 

her first assignment, she became the first female Canadian trade 

commissioner in Iran. Ms. Racicot then worked on the integration of the 

Montréal regional office into the department’s national network; this was followed by 3 

assignments in Brazil, including as head of mission for Quebec and, recently, as the senior trade 

commissioner for Canada’s Brazilian mission platform. She also served for several years on the 

global council of the Canadian Trade Commissioner Service. She has served in various capacities 

at Headquarters, including in the areas of small and medium-sized enterprise export 

diversification, climate change, clean development finance and intergovernmental relations. 

She was also involved in the development of a mentoring program, aimed at equity, for women 

diplomats. 

Ramos, António Fontes 

Lieutenant General António Fontes Ramos is a Professor at the Institute of 

Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University, the Catholic University 

of Mozambique, and the Academy of Social Sciences and Technologies of 

Angola. Teaching activities include Leadership, Conflict Resolution, Crisis 

Management, and Security and Defense in International Organizations. 

He was the Portugal's Representative on the NATO Military Committee and the European Union 

Military Committee, Chief of the Army Operations Division and Director of the Strategy Section 

at the Institute of High Military Studies. 
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General Fontes Ramos carried out service missions in Mozambique, Timor, and Angola, where 

he served as Chief of Staff of Portugal's Mission to the Structures of the Peace Process. 

Ramos, Joana 

Joana Ramos is a PhD student in Political Science and International Relations 

at the Institute for Political Studies of the Universidade Católica Portuguesa 

(IEP-UCP), where she also works as a research assistant at the Research 

Centre of the Institute for Political Studies (CIEP), having earned a research 

scholarship in 2022 and in 2025. Ramos holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and 

international Relations, and a master’s degree in governance, Leadership, and Democracy 

Studies from IEP-UCP, with a special focus on Conflict Resolution. 

Resende, Madalena Meyer 

Madalena Meyer Resende is Associate Professor at the FCSH - NOVA 

University of Lisbon. She was a fellow at the European University Viadrina 

(Frankfurt-Oder) and at the Centre for European Policy Studies (Brussels). 

She holds a PhD in Political Science from the London School of Economics 

(2005). The geographical focus of her research is on Central and Eastern Europe and Southern 

Europe, on nationalism and Catholicism and constitutionalism. She is a member of the board of 

the Wilfried Martens Centre, Brussels. She was President of the Portuguese Political Science 

Association (APCP) and is Vice-President of the International Political Science Association (IPSA). 

Madalena writes regularly for the press. 

Ribeiro, Nelson 

Nelson Ribeiro is Vice-Rector for Transformation, Collaboration and 

International Affairs at Universidade Católica Portuguesa, where he 

coordinates the Doctoral Program in Communication Sciences and the 

research group “Media Narratives and Cultural Memory”. Member of 

Academia Europaea (elected in 2023), he is an affiliated researcher and member of the ethics 

committee of the International Panel on the Information Environment (IPIE). Since 2016, he is 

also a member of the International Council and chair of the History Section of the International 

Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR). Professor Ribeiro was a fellow at 

the Hoover Institution at Stanford University and is the founding director of the Lisbon Winter 

School for the Study of Communication, organized in partnership with the Annenberg School for 

Communication (University of Pennsylvania), the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the 
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University of Southern California and the University of Helsinki. His main areas of research are 

media history, propaganda and disinformation and media and colonialism. His latest book, co-

edited with Barbie Zelizer, is titled Media and Propaganda in an Age of Disinformation 

(Routledge, 2025). 

Ribeiro, Sónia  

Sónia Ribeiro is a Visiting Professor at the Institute for Political Studies of the 

Portuguese Catholic University; Instituto Universitário Militar (Lisbon) and 

Mozambique Catholic University (Beira). She holds a PhD and a Master's in 

European Studies from the Portuguese Catholic University and a degree in 

International Relations. She teaches classes related to European Studies and Ocean Governance 

and has been the Coordinator of the Research Line in Maritime Affairs since 2011. She has 

coordinated various advanced programs within the UCP Institute of European Studies, and since 

2014, she has coordinated the Advanced Program in Sea Studies and, since 2015, the Post-

graduation in Sea Sciences & Business Administration.   

She has solid experience in project management across different economic activities and 

educational programs, working with multidisciplinary teams that include technical professionals, 

university professors, students, and volunteers with a wide range of educational backgrounds, 

ages, and interests. As a specialist in planning and strategic assessment in different economic 

sectors, she has coordinated and edited various consultancy studies, publications, including 

peer-reviewed ones. She is a researcher at CIEP and the Portuguese Ocean and Atmosphere 

Institute. Her research focus is Blue Economy; blue geopolitics and governance; EU maritime 

policies; EU integration process, geopolitics and foresight. 

Ricarte, Joana 

Joana Ricarte is a historian and political scientist, with expertise in 

international politics, identity studies, peace and conflict, ontological 

(in)security and everyday extremism. She is a researcher at the Center for 

Interdisciplinary Studies (CEIS20) at the University of Coimbra, advisory 

board member at the Organization for Identity and Cultural Development 

(OICD) in the UK, and governing board member of the European International Studies 

Association (EISA). Dr. Ricarte currently participates in two projects funded by the European 

Commission through the Horizon Europe program, being a Principal Investigator (PI) 

in OppAttune - Countering Oppositional Political Thinking through Attuned Dialogue: track, 

attune, limit. Her main research output is the single-authored book "The Impact of Protracted 
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Peace Processes on Identities in Conflict: the case of Israel and Palestine", published open access 

by Palgrave Macmillan in 2023. 

Samões, Orlando  

Orlando Samões (PhD and MA, IEP – Universidade Católica Portuguesa, BA in 

Economics, Nova School of Business and Economics - UNL) is associate 

professor of the Institute for Political Studies, Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa, where he serves as Coordinator of the BA Programme in Political 

Science and International Relations (IEP-UCP) and as the editor-in-chief of Nova Cidadania - 

Quarterly Journal. He has been teaching also the courses of ‘political science’ and ‘contemporary 

political thought’ as guest professor at Católica School of Business and Economics, Lisbon. His 

thesis on Adam Smith won the Novak Award 2021 attributed by the Acton Institute.   

Sampaio, Luís de Almeida 

Luís de Almeida Sampaio, born in Oporto, 1957. Law degree University of 

Coimbra. 

Diplomatic service 1983. Portuguese Mission to NATO in 1987. Deputy Chief 

of Staff to NATO SG (Manfred Wörner), 1990-1992. Diplomatic Adviser 

European Commissioner, 1995-1998. NATO political adviser SFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 1998-

1999. Minister Counsellor Embassy in Luanda, 1999-2002. President Development Cooperation 

Institute (IPAD), 2002-2004. Ambassador in Algiers, 2004-2008. EU Coordinator Middle East 

Peace Process, 2007. Ambassador in Belgrade, North Macedonia and Montenegro, 2008-2012. 

Ambassador in Berlin, 2012-2015. ‘Best Ambassador of the Year’ Prize and published ‘Diplomacy 

in times of Financial Crisis’. Ambassador Permanent Representative to NATO, 2015-2019. 

Ambassador in Prague, 2019-2024. President Strategic Council Coimbra Health and World 

Health Summit Academic Alliance ExCo member. Advisory Board and Ambassador Forum Saúde 

XXI. Alumni Ambassador University of Coimbra. 

Sampaio, Nuno 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. PhD and Masters in 

Political Science and International Relations; degree in International Relations. 

Assistant Professor and researcher at the Institute for Political Studies (IEP-

Católica). Nuno Sampaio was a consultant to the Civil House of President Marcelo Rebelo de 

Sousa and an advisor on Political Affairs; he was an advisor on Parliamentary Affairs and Local 

Authorities to the Civil House of President Aníbal Cavaco Silva. 
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Sande, Paulo 

 Lawyer and partner at Antas da Cunha ECIJA since January 2025, specializing 

in European Law and Competition. Guest professor at the Institute of 

Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal since 2003 and at 

Universidade Lusíada since 2020. Holds a master's degree in Political Science 

from IEP, a postgraduate degree in European Law from UCP, and a law degree from the 

University of Lisbon. Former partner at Cruz Vilaça Advogados and former Political Adviser to 

the President of the Republic. Served as Director of the European Parliament Office in Portugal 

and EU spokesperson at Expo-1998. Commentator for RTP, former columnist for Observador 

and Diário de Notícias, and author of multiple publications on European politics. President of 

the Chamber of Commerce of Lusophony and Diasporas and board member of “Nossa Europa”. 

Awarded the Henry the Navigator Order and Grand Officer of the Order of Merit. 

Sardica, José Miguel  

José Miguel Sardica is an historian and full Professor at the Faculty of Human 

Sciences and at the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic University of 

Portugal. He is also member of the Board of the Scientific Society of the 

Catholic University of Portugal, Director of the Inter-University Doctoral 

Programme in History (PIUDHist), senior researcher of the Research Centre for Communication 

and Culture (CECC), and consultant for the CRC-W and the Research Centre for Religious History 

(CEHR) of the Catholic University of Portugal. He writes a column for Rádio Renascença (the 

Portuguese catholic radio network) and is guest to television and radio programs for comments 

on historical and current issues. His research and teaching areas are dedicated to 19th and 20th 

century Portuguese and international history in the political, cultural and intellectual/media 

fields, He has lectured in Spain, France, UK, Italy, Germany, Belgium and USA, and has authored 

c. 125 chapters in books and articles in academic journals, 20 single-authored books on various 

themes and epochs of contemporary Portuguese history and 10 co-edited books.  

Santos, Francisco C. 
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Serra, Beatriz 

Beatriz (Bia) Serra is a PhD student in International Relations at IEP-

Universidade Católica Portuguesa. She holds a BA in International 

Relations from the University of Essex and an MSc in Politics and 

Communication from the London School of Economics (LSE). Bia is a 

2024–25 Europaeum Scholar, a prestigious programme connecting 

doctoral researchers across Europe to develop policy-driven solutions to today’s most urgent 

transnational challenges, including disinformation, digital governance, and democratic 

resilience. Outside of academia, she is also a Senior Public Affairs Manager at a London-based 

agency, advising organisations on the political and regulatory impact of technologies such as AI 

and cybersecurity. Previously, she worked for the UK government as a Senior Policy Advisor at 

Department for International Trade. 

Shahmirzadi, Nilgoun Yunesi 

Nilgoun Yunesi Shahmirzadi is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in 

Governance, Leadership, and Democracy Studies at Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa, where she also completed her Bachelor's in Marketing, 

Communication, and Public Relations through the Faculty of Human 

Sciences. 

Originally from Iran, Nilgoun has been living in Portugal since 2014. Prior to relocating, she 

worked for over seven years as a Communication Specialist in the Human Resources department 

of Japan Tobacco International (JTI), gaining extensive experience in corporate communication 

and organizational development within an international context. 

In addition to her time in Portugal, Nilgoun has lived in Côte d’Ivoire and Cape Verde. She has 

also traveled to over 30 countries, an experience that has deepened her appreciation for global 

diversity and informed her understanding of governance and culture across regions. 

Having spent much of her life in the Middle East, she brings a nuanced and informed 

understanding of the region’s political and social dynamics. Her academic interests lie at the 

intersection of governance, democracy, and international affairs, with a particular focus on the 

Middle East. 
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Silva, Julia Schniewind da 

Julia Schniewind da Silva is a PhD candidate in Political Science at UCP-

IEP and a Digital Policy Advisor at the German Federal Ministry for 

Digitalization and Government Modernization. Her doctoral research 

investigates the political power of major technology firms in AI and the 

implications for liberal democratic values. With over nine years of 

professional experience, she has led strategic communication and transformation projects 

across industries such as aerospace, finance, and telecommunications. Julia has worked with EU 

institutions and holds degrees in International Economics, Political Science and International 

Business. Multilingual and internationally experienced, she works at the intersection of policy, 

technology, and governance in international and interdisciplinary contexts. 

Sousa, Teresa de 

Maria Teresa Canto Silva de Sousa, 70, was born in Lisbon. A professional 

journalist since 1977, she is currently a senior member of the Editorial Board 

of the Portuguese daily newspaper PÚBLICO and the European and 

International Affairs analyst. She writes for several Portuguese and 

international journals specialising in international and European affairs. She studied Economics 

(Instituto Superior de Economia) in the University of Lisbon. Also, she has several medals and 

publications, such as: “Mário Soares - uma biografia” in 1988, “Portugal no Centro da Europa - 

para uma reforma democrática do Tratado de Maastricht” (co-author, 1996), “Portugal 2020” 

(co-author, 1999), “Euro Para além da moeda” (co-author, 2003), “One Europe” (co-author, 

2005), “Portugal Tem Saída” (2011), among others.  

 

Teixeira, Nuno Severiano 

Nuno Severiano Teixeira is a Full Professor and President of the 

Portuguese Institute of International Relations at NOVA University Lisbon. 

He served as Minister of Home Affairs (2000/2002) and Minister of 

Defence (2006/2009) in the Portuguese government. 

He was Visiting Professor at Georgetown University (2017/2019 and 2000), 

Visiting Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley (2004) and Senior Visiting Scholar at the 

European University Institute, Florence (2010). 
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He has published work on military history, the history of international relations, the history of 

European construction and foreign policy, security and defence issues. His latest publications 

include the books The Portuguese at War (2020: Sussex University Press), Defence Policies in 

Portugal (co-coord. with Helena Carreiras, 2023: Instituto da Defesa Nacional), Dicionário 

Portugal Multilateral (co-coord. with Alice Cunha, 2023: Almedina) and Mundo às Avessas (2023: 

Tinta-da-China). 

He writes a periodical column in the Público newspaper. 

Truszczyński, Jan 

Jan Truszczyński graduated from Foreign Trade Department at the Central 

School of Planning and Statistics, and completed post-graduate German and 

International Law Studies. Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1972. 

1978-1982 the Second Secretary at the Polish Embassy in the Hague, 1988-

1989 Counsellor at the Polish Embassy in Brussels,1989-1993 Counsellor-Minister 

Plenipotentiary at the Permanent Mission to the European Communities in Brussels,1996-2001 

Ambassador to the European Union in Brussels.  

President’s adviser on EU (2001), chief negotiator for Poland’s EU accession and deputy Foreign 

Office Minister (2001-2005), from 2007 until retirement in summer 2014 senior management 

positions in European Commission (DDG in ELARG and EAC, DG EAC). Has been teaching about 

EU at Warsaw’s Vistula Academy and Polish Institute of Diplomacy. 

Vincenzino, Marco 

Marco Vicenzino is a geopolitical expert and global strategy advisor to 

senior executives operating worldwide and a sought-after speaker at 

leading international business forums, including YPO. According to 

former Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samara’s (2012-15): “Marco 

Vicenzino is an objectively reliable source of international analysis and 

forecasting. In the new world after Covid-19, his unique skills set will be needed more than ever 

by anyone operating globally.” Vicenzino has serviced public and private sector entities 

operating worldwide, including Shell, HSBC, Barclays Capital, NATO, World Bank, U.S. State 

Department, and many others.  Vicenzino’s views have appeared on media such as CNBC, BBC, 

Financial Times, New York Times and Reuters. Vicenzino is a law graduate from Oxford University 

and Georgetown University Law Center.  His languages include Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. 

 


