
XIX International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 27-29, 2011, Estoril, Palace Hotel - The Future of the Free World

XVIII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 24-26, 2010, Estoril, Palace Hotel - Political Dimensions of the Economic Crisis: The Future of 
the Market Economy and Democracy

XVII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 25-27, 2009, Estoril, Palace Hotel - NATO at 60: The Future of the Free World

XVI International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 26-28, 2008, Estoril, Palace Hotel - Human Rights Today: 60th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights

XV International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 27-30, 2007, Estoril, Palace Hotel - The Treaty of Rome at 50: The Future of Europe

XIV International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 28-July 01, 2006, Estoril, Palace Hotel - Democracy and the Nation State in a Global World

XIII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 29-July 02, 2005, Estoril - The Trans-Atlantic Relationship in a Global World

XII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, July 07-10, 2004, Cascais - Ideas of Europe and the Trans-Atlantic Relationship

XI International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, June 30-July 05, 2003, Cascais - New Challenges to Liberal Democracy in a Global World

  

X International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, November 03-05, 2002, Cascais - Culture Wars in the West

IX International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, November 11-14, 2001, Cascais - Civic Life in Market Societies

VIII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 16-20, 2000, Sintra - Left and Right: Ideological Divides in the 21st Century

VII International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 04-08, 1999, Arrábida - Pluralism and without Relativism: remembering Sir Isaiah Berlin

VI International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 05-05, 1998, Arrábida - Liberalism, Old and New

V International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 06-10, 1997, Arrábida - Modernity and Its Critics

IV International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, September 30-October 04, 1996, Arrábida - Liberty, Virtue and Self-Interest

III International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 09-13, 1995, Arrábida - Citizenship and Civil Society

II International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 03-07, 1994, Arrábida - Theories of Justice: Liberty, Equality, Opportunity

I International Annual Meeting in Political Studies, October 18-21, 1993, Arrábida - Liberalism or Communitarianism

Estoril Political Forum
Est 1993



Since 1993, scholars, policy experts, businessmen, opinion leaders, journalists and students meet annually for an open debate on political science and in-
ternational relations. These meetings have been promoted by the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic University of Portugal. They have aimed at 
establishing an Euro-American network of institutions devoted to the study of the tradition of liberty and personal responsibility.

Our International Meeting is acknowledged as a program of excellence, gathering every year some of the most distinguished experts in the field and giving 
our students the opportunity to learn and interact with senior scholars they otherwise may never meet. It is unique by national standards, and already a refer-
ence in international, mainly Anglo-American circles. The Meeting is now associated with the Summer Programs of Boston College, University of Colorado at 
Boulder, The College of Europe (Natolin/ Warsaw), EUROPAEUM (a consortium of ten of the oldest European Universities, based in Oxford), Jagiellonian 
University (Krakow), King’s College (London) and the Royal Institute of Philosophy (London).

It is closely related to our Undergraduate and Graduate (MA and PhD) Degree Programs in Political Science, International Relations and European Studies: 
our students attend the Meeting and write their evaluation papers about it.

 

Convenors: João Carlos Espada (Director, IEP-UCP and Chairholder of the European Parliament/Bronislaw Geremek European Civilisation Chair at the Col-
lege of Europe, Natolin campus (Warsaw), Paul Flather (Secretary General, EUROPAEUM, London), Anthony O’Hear (Director, Royal Institute of Philosophy 
and Editor, Philosophy, London), Raymond Plant (King’s College, House of Lords, London), Marc F. Plattner (Editor, Journal of Democracy, and Director, 
IFDS, Wahsington, D.C.) and Susan Shell (Boston College, Boston).

Speakers have included: Abdou Filali-Ansary, Adam Wolfson, Adriano Moreira, Adrienne O’Neal, Alejandro Chafuen, Alek sander Smolar, Alexander Ellis, Al-
exandre Soares dos Santos, Alfred Hoffman, Jr., Álvaro Vasconcelos, Ana Palacio, Andrzej Olechowski, Aníbal Cavaco Silva, Anne Applebaum, Anthony O’Hear, 
António Amorim, António Borges, António Capucho, António Carrapatoso, António Costa Lobo, António Franco Alexandre, António Mexia, António Nogueira 
Leite, António Pinto Leite, António Pires de Lima, António Rebelo de Sousa, António Vitorino, Artur Santos Silva, Bridgett Wagner, Bronislaw Misztal, Bruno 
Maçães, Carl Gershman, Carlos Carreiras, Carlos Gaspar, Carlos Henrique Cardim, Carlos Marques de Almeida, Carlos Santos Ferreira, Carmen Mendes, Cath-
erine Hajdenko-Marshall, Chaibong Hahm, Chandran Kukathas, Chris Woodhead, Clifford Orwin, Craig Kennedy, Dan Schueftan, Daniel J. Mahoney, Daniel 
Johnson, Daniel Oliver, David Ballard, David Marquand, David Miller, David Popenoe, David Pryce-Jones, David S. Hong, Daviz Simango, Diana Schaub, 
Diogo de Lucena, Diogo Freitas do Amaral, Diogo Vaz Guedes, Eduardo Marçal Grilo, Edwin J. Feulner, Eilo Yu, Elio Gallego, Elisabete Azevedo, Emílio Pa-
checo, Ernâni Rodrigues Lopes, Esther Muznik, Eugénia Gamboa, Eunice Goes, Eusebio Mujal-Leon, Fernando Adão da Fonseca, Fernando Branco, Fernando 
Madrinha, Fernando Virgílio Ferreira, Filipe Coelho, Filomena Mónica, Florentino Portero, Francisco Falcão Machado, Francisco Sarsfield Cabral, Gabriel 
Espírito Santo, Georges de Veirman, Gordon Wood, Grzegorz Wisniewski, Guilherme d’Oliveira Martins, Gunnar Hökmark, Guy Sorman, Hahm Chaibong, 
He Gaochao, Heather MacDonald, Henrique Burnay, Henrique Monteiro, Hugo Chelo, Hussain Mualla, Isaac Kfiv, Ivan Krastev, Jaime Nogueira Pinto, James 
Ceaser, James H. Nichols, Javier Zarzalejos, João Borges de Assunção, João Cardoso Rosas, João Carlos Espada, João Cravinho, João Ecsodi, João Estevão, 
João Lopes Alves, João Marques de Almeida, João Paulo Monteiro, João Pereira Coutinho, João Rosas, João Salgueiro, John Buck, John Gray, John Kekes, 
John O’Sullivan, John Tomasi, Jorge Braga de Macedo, Jorge Jardim Gonçalves, Jorge Rangel, Jorge Soley, José Amaral, José António Saraiva, José Arantes 
Rodrigues, José Conde Rodrigues, José Lamego, José Luis Nogueira de Brito, José Manuel Durão Barroso, José Manuel Fernandes, José Manuel Moreira, 
José Osvaldo de Meira Penna, José Pacheco Pereira, José Roquette, José Sócrates, José Tomaz Castello Branco, Josef Joffe, Katarzyna Skorzynska, Kim Hol-
mes, Kishore Jayabalan, Lars Vissing, Lenn E. Goodman, Leonardo P. Liggio, Lívia Franco, Lucas Swaine, Luis Amado, Luis Delgado, Luís Lobo Fernandes, 
Luís Palha, Luís Queiró, Luís Salgado Matos, Luis Valente de Oliveira, Luísa Leal de Faria, Mab Huang, Manuel Braga da Cruz, Manuel Fontaine Campos, 
Manuel Fontaine Campos, Manuel Pinto Barbosa, Manuel Villaverde Cabral, Manuela Franco, Marc Plattner, Marc Shell, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, Marcin 
P. Walecki, Maria João Moniz, Mariana Magalhães, Mário Pinto, Martin Avillez Figueiredo, Matthew D’Ancona, Matthew Spalding, Maurício Rojas, Michael 
Pinto-Duchinsky, Miguel Angel Belloso, Miguel Athaíde Marques, Miguel Gouveia, Miguel Monjardino, Miguel Morgado, Mikio Haruna, Mochtar Pabottingi, 
Mónica Dias, Mónica Vieira, Myron Magnet, Newman Lam, Nuno Lobo, Nuno Monteiro, Nuno Rogeiro, Nuno Sampaio, Nuno Vieira Matias, Paul Flather, Paula 
Garcês, Paulo Alberto Weyland Vieira, Paulo Marcos, Paulo Sande, Paulo Teixeira Pinto, Paulo Lowndes Marques, Pedro Andrade, Pedro Bacelar de Vasconce-
los, Pedro Coutinho de Magalhães, Pedro Salgueiro, Penn Kemble, Phil Reed, Pierre Hassner, Piotr Naimski, Plinio Apuleyo Mendoza, Radek Sikorski, Rafael 
Bardají, Raquel Vaz Pinto, Raymond Plant, Richard Rowson, Robert Royal, Roel von Meijenfeldt, Roger Ream, Roman Joch, Ruben Cabral, Rui Carreteiro, 
Rui Machete, Rui Ramos, Ryamond Plant, Ryszard Legutko, Satoshi Hara, Satya Arinanto, Savam Siagian, Sefanie Babst, Seymor Martin Lipset, Sheila Lawlor, 
Stefania Ninatti, Stephen Macedo, Steven Kautz, Steven Lukes, Susan Shell, Teresa de Sousa, Teresa Evaristo, Theodore R. Malloch, Thomas Sephenson, Ting 
Wai, Vasco Graça Moura, Vasco Pereira da Silva, Vítor Bento, Vitor Gaspar, Walter Berns, Wei-Kuo Lin. Wen-cheng Lin, William Galston, William Hasselberger, 
William Kristol, Zalmay Khalilzad, Zita Seabra
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“I have participated in the annual meeting of the Institute most years in the past ten years. The Institute is a remarkable body. It attracts leading academic 
figures to its annual meetings as well as leading figures from think tank s, policy institutes, foundations and high quality journalism. The presentations and 
discussions that I have participated in at the Institute have been among the most interesting and rewarding in the whole of my forty years in academic life. 
One of the most interesting and engaging aspects of the Institute is the quality of the students it attracts both from Portugal and further afield. They are 
engaged and interested in the issues being discussed and think and speak seriously about them but without the atmosphere and the ethos being solemn. 
One of the joys of coming over a long period has been to see the development of these young leaders of tomorrow. Year on year they impress as they grow in 
maturity and intellectual stature. The bodies which sponsor the Institute should feel very proud to have fostered this organisation which has now established 
itself as a forum within which issues of great intellectual, political and policy interest can be discussed in a non partisan and serious way. People go to Davos 
to listen to business leaders; they are increasingly coming to the Palacio Hotel in Estoril to listen to very influential voices in politics, policy and economics 
resting on a firm foundation of appropriate theory and analysis where the only thing not allowed is sloppy thinking! Any praise for the Institute must take 
in the indefatigable figure of Professor João Espada. He has played an enormous central role in launching the Institute, giving it initial and immediate intel-
lectual weight, and in attracting the brightest and best of intellectual talent from around the world. The people of Portugal should take great pride in what 
has been achieved in the Institute under his inspired leadership. I look forward to many more years of interesting discussions in a context that is now so well 
established as one of the best exchanges of ideas in the world!”

Raymond Plant | Professor of Jurisprudence and Philosophy, Head, King’s College Law School, Member of the House of Lords, Fellow of St. Catherine’s 
College, Oxford

 “It has been a great privilege for me to attend on a regular basis the annual meetings of the Institute of Political Studies, which invariably feature distin-
guished participants, serious discussion of important matters, and a friendly and lively atmosphere. I have especially enjoyed getting to know many of the 
Institute’s students and watching them over the years mature into deeply educated and thoughtful men and women. Professor João Carlos Espada has created 
an extraordinary academic institution that offers a genuinely liberal education while at the same time addressing the most pressing issues of the day. The 
Institute of Political Studies is a world-class institution of which  Portugal can be proud. ”

Marc Plattner | Editor, Journal of Democracy, vice-president, international Forum for democratic studies, Washington, D.C.


