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“This program will not only be a home for teaching and 
research on democracy, but also provide a forum for the 
exchange of ideas and experiences among scholars and 
practitioners of democracy from around the world. This 
strikes me as a very attractive project, and I am honoured 
to have been asked to chair an International Advisory 
Board that will provide it with oversight and guidance. ONE CURRICULAR YEAR IN ENGLISH  /  LISBON  PORTUGAL 
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Marc Plattner
CHAIR OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Co-editor, Journal of 
Democracy National 

Endowment for Democracy, 
Washington DC MA 
in GLDS Study Plan

“IEP is a pioneering 
and innovate 
academic centre 
which has made 
numerous links 
around the world.”

Paul Langford  
Lincoln College, Oxford

“IEP has 
single-handedly 
transformed 
the study of 
political theory in 
Portugal.”

Gordon S. Wood
Brown University

INSTITUTO DE ESTUDOS POLÍTICOS 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa
Palma de Cima | 1649-023 Lisboa 
Tel.: (+351) 21 721 41 29/40 70 

maiep@iep.lisboa.ucp.pt
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“This new MA program not only aims at combining a strong teaching dimension with high-quality 
research. It also intends to provide permanent forum for scholars and practitioners working in the 
field of democracy. This third dimension is perhaps the most innovative and the one that can best 
help define the whole project.
We will provide students with basic knowledge of the field through a standard course-based 
two-semester program. We will add to that a very flexible program of seminars, lectures, 
workshops and debates involving scholars and practitioners from all over the world. We hope 
that from this interaction there will emerge new research projects that will attract some of our 
best students - who will come from overseas as well.”

“As an MA student at the IEP, I was able to understand 
that the University is more than the place where I 
can graduate. It can be a place of learning, in the 
broader sense of the word. In the IEP, learning happens 
everywhere, in many different ways: in classes and 
in the hallways, with colleagues and Professors, from 
seminars and from Great Books, in a evolving, lively and 
unique academic environment.” 

MARIA MONTEIRO, MA CLASS OF 2017

“As a student of the MA Program 
in Governance, Leadership 
and Democracy Studies I have 
experienced a vibrant international 
environment with a very flexible 
program of lectures and seminars 
presented by high quality speakers.”

BERNARDO BLANCO MA CLASS OF 2017

MA IN GLDS STUDY PLAN
For recent college graduates to experienced professionals

FALL SEMESTER September-January

Europe and Democracy: from Division to 
Reunification. The Tradition of Liberty

Contemporary International Politics

Research Tutorials I - International Seminars: 
Governance, Leadership and Democracy Studies*

The Third Wave of Democratization: 
from 1974 to the present
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3
 

3

3

Subject ECTS

AFTER WORKING HOURS

Application	 120 €   1st round
	 165 €  2nd round

Enrolment &
Registration	

542,50€ 

Fees
Fall Semester	 2130 €  (426€ per month)
Spring Semester	 1917 €  (383.40€ per month)

Thesis	 887,50€ (177,50€ per month)

Total	 5597€

1st semester 400€
3th semester 142,50€

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

APPLICATION
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
 Online application form
 Curriculum vitae (CV) with photograph
 Photocophy of applications’ ID
 Photocophy of University transcripts of grades demonstrating 	

  academic qualifications
 2 Recommendation letters
 2 essays written in English (2*2,500 words maximum)

APPLICATION TIMETABLE

SEPTEMBER INTAKE	 1st round May-July / 2nd round July-Sept

FEBRUARY INTAKE	 1st round Nov-Jan

INÍCIO
OUTUBRO

CONCLUSÃO
DEZEMBRO

SEGUNDAS E QUINTAS, 18H >> 22H
DURAÇÃO 14 MESES

OPPORTUNITIES & EMPLOYABILITY
Diplomatic Career    International Organisations, NGO Careers    Teaching and Research 

State Entities    Social Action Entities    Local, Regional and National Public Governance Institutions
Private Companies and Business Associations    Financial Institutions 

Media and Public Relations Entities    Multinational Corporations
European Union Institutions (Council, Parliament, Commission and Support Services)

GOVERNANCE, LEADERSHIP 
& DEMOCRACY STUDIES
2020 2021

Professor João 
Carlos Espada
Senior Tutor for Master’s 
Degree in GLDS
Director of the Institute for 
Political Studies (IEP)

MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

summerschool@ucp.pt  /  Telf. +351 21 721 4129  /  Fax. +351 21 7271836

Internationally-Focused and Taught in English
Interdiscipilnary Combines Political Science, Political Economy, International Relations, and Leadership Studies
Intensive Can be completed in as little as one curricular year (two semesters)
Professionally-Oriented: Combinable with Working Hours and Provides Networking and Internship Possibilities
Taught by top professors from Portugal, the United States, Great Britain, Israel, Brazil, and beyond

WHY THE

MA?

International Seminar 
(Estoril Political Forum)

Research Tutorials II - International Seminars 
Governance, Leadership and Democracy Studies*

Global Political Economy

Leadership and Strategic Challenges

Democracy, Civil Society and Religion

Security in International Organizations 

Domestic Conflicts 

Wisdom and Leadership			 
Lessons from Classical Philosophy
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SPRING SEMESTER February-June

OPTIONAL COURSES

Subject ECTS

ECTS

AFTER WORKING HOURS

Subject

“With its vibrant intellectual environment, stimulating 
seminars, captivating discussions and engagement with 
networks of visiting international scholars, high-level policy-
makers and diplomats, the IEP has been a great and truly 
enriching academic experience. For all that, it has marked 
an important turning point in my life, and will always be the 
place I like to come back and feel like at home.”

DACE VINOVSKA MA CLASS 2013

More information posgrad.iep@ucp.pt

AN INTERNATIONAL MASTERS DEGREE PROGRAM 

WITH EXCHANGE PROGRAMS

ESTORIL 
POLITICAL FORUM

28TH INTERNATIONAL MEETING IN POLITICAL STUDIES  [EST. 1993]

Democracy, Public Choice, Law and Economics

Democracy in Western Political Thought

Institutions of Governance and Representation
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3

3

OCTOBER 19-21
NEW AUTHORITARIAN CHALLENGES  

TO LIBERAL DEMOCRACY


