
 16 MAY



PROGRAMME

9:00 AM Welcoming and Registration

9:15 AM Opening Session | Exhibitions Room

Isabel Capeloa Gil, Rector, Universidade Católica Portuguesa

Mónica Dias, Director, IEP-Católica

Lívia Franco, IEP Colloquia Scientific Coordinator 

10:30 AM Coffee Break 

9:30 AM Keynote Speaker | Exhibitions Room

Angel Rivero, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid

Again the End of a Liberal Era? Sovereignism and the Ideologies of

Conflict

10:50 AM-12:50 AM Panel A: Thinking Sovereignty 

Room: 423

Host: Orlando Samões, IEP-Católica

Miguel Morgado On Circulatory

Sovereignty

Luis Leal de Faria Too Important for

(Elected) Politicians? Central Banks,

Sovereignty, and Technocratic

Overreach in an Age of Rising Populism

Daniela Silva Restricting Popular

Sovereignty? The EU’s Role in

Romania’s Election

Bruno Rocha The logic of distinction:

nationalism and status seeking in

Germany

Panel B: A Changing World

Room: 427

Host: Lívia Franco, IEP-Católica

Henrique de Sousa Patrício

Trumpland: From Pax Americana to the

Dynamics of Chaos

Michael Sanfey Defending Sovereignty

and Multilateralism Against Onslaughts

by President Trump

Vicente Paiva Brandão Fear, Politics

and International Relations

Afonso Moura The actuality of Carl

Schmitt: Trump, Putin and the new

Nomos of the Earth

1:00 PM-2:45 PM Finger Food Lunch | Henry the Navigator Room



7:30 PM Closing Remarks | Room 427

Lívia Franco, IEP-Católica

3:00 PM-5:00 PM Panel C: Rethinking Borders
Room: 423

Host: André Azevedo Alves, Director

CIEP

Nádia Loureiro Observed Borders:

The Parliamentary Diplomacy of the

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in

Spaces of Control and Contestation

Márcio Espírito Santo Migration and

Border Control: The Portuguese case

Adriana Martins  Ambiguity in the

triangular relationship between China,

the USA and Taiwan

Paula Núñez-Guerra How to combat

a threat than knows no borders. The

phenomenon of cyber terrorism.

Panel D: Conflicts, Climate and the

Sea
Room: 427

Host: Sónia Ribeiro, IEP-Católica

Catarina Abreu Pinho  Intersection of

maritime sovereignty, geopolitical

rivalry, and international law in the

South China Sea

Aldino Campos The challenging

disputes of the maritime boundaries in

the Arctic International law and

maritime boundaries

Fabio Massimo Batagllia Sinking

Sovereignty: Climate Change, Maritime

Boundaries, and Climate-Induced

Migration in Small Island States.

5:00 PM Coffee Break

5:30-9:30 PM Panel E: Tensions and Sovereignty

in Africa and the Middle East 
Room: 423

Host: Francisco Proença Garcia, IEP-

Católica 

Mónica Dias Searching (for peace) in

Kurdistan

Joana Ramos The Western Sahara

Conflict: Geopolitical Rivalries,

Regional Tensions, and the Role of

Great Power Competition in North

Africa

Lucie Calleja The Western Sahara

Conflict: Is Peace Possible in Today’s

Changing Global Landscape?

Pilar Gomes Hybrid Sovereignty in

Yemen: How Interdependencies

Between Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Iran

and Their Sponsored Non-State

Actors Reshape State Authority

Panel F: Europe at Stake
Room: 427

Host: Raquel Duque, IEP-Católica

Paulo Pereira Zagalo The politics of

secession of Milorad Dodik from the

BiH

Ricardo Alexandre  Serbia at

crossroads: European Union or a pro-

Russian New Great Serbia

Laura Lisboa  Reassessing European

Security: The drivers of NATO’s

response to hybrid threats

Olena Kolodyi  The Transformative Role

of Artificial Intelligence in the Ukraine

War and Its Implications for

Sovereignty

Victoria Isaeva  Resilience and

Resolution: Examining Frozen Conflicts

in Post-Soviet Territories

 



THE SPEAKERS 

Isabel Capeloa Gil is the Rector of the Catholic University of Portugal (UCP) since 2016 and President of

the International Federation of Catholic Universities (IFCU) since 2018. Prof. Gil is a Full Professor of

German and Culture Studies at UCP’s School of Human Sciences, and holds a PhD in German Studies.

She is member of the board of the European Women Rectors Association (EWORA) and member of the

board of trustees of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. She is the President of UCP Foundation. Pope

Francis appointed her to serve in the Scientific Council of the Holy See’s Higher Education Accreditation

Agency (AVEPRO), and more recently as consultant for the Holy See’s Congregation for Catholic

Education. In addition, Isabel Gil is Advisor Board Member for the Edmond de Rothchild Board (Europe)

and member of the Board of Directors of AmCham (Portugal). She holds an advisor role with the

European Council on Foreign Relations. Prof. Gil is recipient of Fullbright; DAAD and FLAD fellowships and

holds three Honorary Doctorate amongst Boston College Prof. Gil is the author of over 140 publications,

bridging cultural theory, interarts studies, visual culture, culture and conflict.

 

ISABEL CAPELOA GIL

Angel Rivero is professor at the Department of Politics and International Relations of the Universidad

Autónoma de Madrid (Spain), where he teaches political theory. He holds a PhD in Philosophy from the UAM

and a BSc (Hons) in Social Sciences with Politics and Sociology from The Open University (U.K.). He was Visiting

Scholar Fulbright at the Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science, New School for Social Research (New

York); He was head of the Department of Politics and International Relations (UAM, 2000-2003); Scientific

advisor of the CEHUM, Minho University, Portugal; and coordinator of the Science Po Bordeaux/UAM program in

Political Science till February 2022. 

ANGEL RIVERO

MÓNICA DIAS Mónica Dias is Associate Professor and Director of the Institute of Political Studies (IEP) at the Universidade

Católica Portuguesa. 

She teaches and develops research in the areas of Conflict and Peace Studies, Democracy, Contemporary

International Politics, International Organisations and Human Rights. Mónica Dias directs the Research Line on

Peace Studies and Civil Society at the Institute's Research Centre and is responsible for the University's

Democracies Summit, which is supported by the European Parliament. 

She has taught at the University of Cologne and has received grants from the DAAD, Fulbright, FCT and the

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. She was an advisor to the Education, Science and Culture Committee of the

Portuguese Parliament and a trainer at international seminars organised by the European Commission and the

European Parliament in the areas of Multicultural Education, Leadership and Conflict Management. 

She is a board member of various scientific associations, including the Portuguese Political Science Association.

She is a commentator on international political issues in the media and has published widely in this scientific

area.

Lívia Franco is Associate Professor and Senior Researcher at the Institute for Political Studies at the Catholic

University of Portugal (IEP-Católica) and Associate Researcher at the pan-European think-tank ECFR (European

Council on Foreign Relations). Her areas of interest include Contemporary International Politics, Transatlantic

Relations, Portuguese Foreign Policy and European Politics. She has authored, edited and translated various

articles and books in these areas. Her most recent publication is Uma Família Monárquica na Guerra da

República (Ed. D. Quixote, 2023). During Fall Semester 2021 she was FLAD Visiting Professor at Georgetown

University, where she taught a course on Democracy in Europe: History, Politics and Public Opinion. She earned

her PhD in Political Science at the Catholic University of Portugal and her MA in International Relations from

Leuven University. She was Fulbright PhD student at Boston College and Visiting Scholar at Brown University.

Lívia Franco is a resident commentator at the Portuguese TV news channel SIC Notícias and regularly serves as

commentator on European and International Affairs in other media outlets.

LÍVIA FRANCO



Luís Leal de Faria holds a degree in Economics and a Master’s in Finance from Nova School of Business and

Economics (NovaSBE), and a PhD in Political Science and International Relations from the Institute for

Political Studies at Universidade Católica Portuguesa (IEP-UCP), where he currently lectures and is also a

researcher at the IEP-UCP Research Centre (CIEP). In addition, he is a Teaching Assistant at NovaSBE and an

Economist at the Portuguese Securities Market Commission (CMVM). Previously, he worked at the Bank of

Portugal and the European Central Bank. 

LUÍS LEAL DE FARIA

Miguel Morgado (BA Economics, MA Political Science, PhD Political Science) teaches Political Theory and

Political Economy at the Institute of Political Studies. In 2011- 2015 he was the Senior Political Advisor to the

Prime Minister of Portugal. And in 2015-2019 he was a member of Parliament (serving as Vice-President of his

parliamentary group between 2015 and 2018). He is the author of several articles and books on different

subjects of political theory. His latest book is “Soberania. Dos seus usos e abusos na vida política” (Dom

Quixote, 2021). He is currently working on a book on the great debates of political economy and on another

one on Love as a principle of political order.

MIGUEL MORGADO

Orlando Samões (PhD, IEP – Universidade Católica Portuguesa) is associate professor of the Institute for

Political Studies, Universidade Católica Portuguesa, where he serves as Coordinator of the BA Programme in

Political Science and International Relations (IEP-UCP) and as the editor-in-chief of Nova Cidadania Quarterly

Journal. He has been teaching also the courses of ‘political science’ and ‘contemporary political thought’ as

guest professor at Católica School of Business and Economics, Lisbon. His thesis on Adam Smith won the

Novak Award 2021 attributed by the Acton Institute. 

ORLANDO SAMÕES

Daniela Silva is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Integral Human Development Program at the

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, focusing on the project "Family, Fertility, and Sustainability: Priorities and

Expectations of the Portuguese." With a Ph.D. in Political Science and International Relations from the

Institute of Political Studies, she has also earned a master's degree in Governance, Competitiveness, and

Public Policies from the University of Aveiro. Daniela actively engages in public discourse, maintaining a

monthly opinion column in Jornal Económico since 2020.

DANIELA SILVA

Raquel Duque holds a Ph.D. in Political Science (grade: summa cum laude, 2016) from the Institute for

Political Studies of the Catholic University of Portugal. She was a visiting graduate student at St Antony’s

College, University of Oxford (2014) and was a recipient of scholarships from the Portuguese Foundation for

Science and Technology and ANA-Airports of Portugal. She has an M.A. in International Security and

Terrorism from the University of Nottingham (2009) and a B.A. in Political Science and International

Relations from NOVA University of Lisbon (2005), the last year of which was completed in the Institut

d’Etudes Politiques – Sciences Po Paris as Erasmus student. She has also a specialization course in

Cooperation for Development from the Institute for National Administration (2008). She is an Auditor in

National Defence (2013) and an Auditor for Civilian Crisis Management (2011) by the Institute of National

Defence. Since 2019 she is an adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Her teaching experience includes the different subjects such as ‘International Institutions and

Organizations’; ‘Political Science’; and ‘Research Methods’; as well as specific modules in postgraduate and

advanced studies in security studies and terrorism. 

She has published several articles in academic journals, book chapters, and has also co-edited some books

of which Segurança Contemporânea is a good example [Contemporary Security, 2016, with Diogo Noivo

and Teresa Almeida e Silva]. She has participated in numerous conferences in Portugal and abroad. Her

main areas of interest are security studies, terrorism, defence studies, regional and international

organizations, public policy, among others. 

Her professional background includes experiences in the Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United

Nations, the Foreign Policy Directorate-General of the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the

Centre of European Information Jacques Delors.

RAQUEL DUQUE

Bruno Rocha is a PhD Candidate in International Relations at NOVA FCSH, with the support of a

scholarship from the Foundation for Science and Technology. Guest Lecturer at UBI FCSH. Winner of the

2023 FLAD Political Science Award.

BRUNO ROCHA

Henrique de Sousa Patrício is a PhD student at the Institute for Political Studies (IEP) at the Catholic

University of Portugal. He holds an MA in Leadership, Governance, and Democracy Studies from IEP,

having received the Alexis de Tocqueville prize, and an MA in European Studies from Jagiellonian

University. His academic background also includes a Law degree and an internship at the EU Court of

Justice. His MA thesis analyzed European and Brazilian policies and discourses on the Amazon, linking

them to the subjects of sovereignty and populism in the context of leaders like Lula and Bolsonaro.

HENRIQUE SOUSA

PATRÍCIO



Vicente de Paiva Brandão has a degree in International Relations (Universidade Lusíada, 1992), a Master's

in International Development and Cooperation (ISEG, 1997) and a National Defence Auditor (Instituto de

Defesa Nacional, 2006). He has a PhD in Political Science and International Relations from the Institute of

Political Studies (Portuguese Catholic University, 2015).

 He is an Assistant Professor at the University of Cape Verde and a member of its International Relations

and Diplomacy Course Committee. He has published several works, articles and book reviews, and has

collaborated with the media on international political issues.

 His areas of research include the authoritarian models of the 1930s, Portuguese foreign policy during the

Estado Novo and in contemporary times, the Colonial War (1961-1974), the challenges posed by the

democratic transition to Portuguese-speaking African countries and the analysis of international politics.

 He is a member of the Portuguese Political Science Association (APCP) and the Portuguese Institute of

Heraldry (IPH).

VICENTE PAIVA BRANDÃO

Afonso Moura holds a BA in Cultural and Social Communication, an MA in Political Science and

International Relations, an MA in International Law and International Relations. He is writing his PHD thesis

in Political Philosophy at the Faculty of Letters of the University of Coimbra. He has worked as a

geopolitical analyst within the Big Tech scene and he is currently working as an interpreter on diplomatic,

legal, financial and medical affairs. Currently a researcher at the “Interdisciplinary Studies Center”

(University of Coimbra); recent publications include a geopolitical essay published late last year titled

“Operação Militar Especial. A invasão, a multipolaridade e o fim do mundo” (in English: “Special Military

Operation. The invasion, multipolarity and the end of the world.”

AFONSO MOURA

Michael Sanfey as a career diplomat in Ireland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs he was posted i.a. at the

Embassy in Lisbon, the Permanent Representation in Brussels, the Permanent Mission to the UN in New

York, and the Policy Planning Unit. In August 2023 he left the Ministry to become a Visiting Fellow at the

European University Institute’s Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies in Florence. He was

awarded a PhD in Political Science and International Relations by IEP Lisbon in 2016. Articles by him have

been published in Nova Cidadania, Studies, EUIdeas.eui.eu, The Irish Catholic and The Irish Times.

MICHAEL SANFEY

Nádia Loureiro holds a master’s in marketing and a bachelor’s in international relations from the

University of Coimbra. Since 2022, she has been a doctoral researcher in International Relations at NOVA

University Lisbon, focusing on the role of parliamentary diplomacy in Portuguese foreign policy between

2002 and 2024. Since 2018, she has served as a Parliamentary Adviser at the Assembly of the Republic,

working within the Division for International Relations and Cooperation. Her research interests include

foreign policy, parliamentary diplomacy, human rights—particularly women's rights—and geopolitics, with

a regional focus on the Middle East, Maghreb, and the Persian Gulf. She has contributed to international

conferences and published research on parliamentary diplomacy, soft power, and multilateral

cooperation.

NÁDIA LOUREIRO

André Azevedo Alves holds a PhD in Government from the LSE, an MA in Political Science from the

Catholic University of Portugal and a BA in Economics from the University of Porto. He is currently

Associate Professor with aggregation at the Catholic University of Portugal's Institute for Political Studies

where he is the Coordinator of the Institute for Political Studies' Research Centre. He is also a Reader in

Economics, Political Economy and Public Policy (part-time position) at St. Mary’s University, in London. He

was also the Director of Centro de Estudos e Sondagens de Opinião (a polling and consultancy unit

operating within the University) between 2017 and 2019. His research interests are in the intersection of

political economy, comparative politics, ethics, and political philosophy. He is also since 2024 Honorary

Full Professor of Political Science and Catholic Social Thought at St. Mary’s University, London.

ANDRÉ AZEVEDO ALVES

Márcio Espírito Santo is a doctoral student at the Instituto de Estudos Políticos (IEP) of the

Universidade Católica Portuguesa. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Political Science and International

Relations from the Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas (FCSH) of Universidade Nova de Lisboa, as

well as a Master’s degree in Business Administration from ISCTE – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa. His

academic focus is on international treaties and agreements, economic diplomacy, state sovereignty, and

the impact of border security measures. In his spare time, he enjoys exercizing at the gym and playing

the piano. 

MÁRCIO ESPÍRITO SANTO



Paula Núñez-Guerra is a doctoral candidate in the PhD Programme in Political Science and Administration

and International Relations at the Complutense University of Madrid since 2022. She has been a speaker at

several conferences, both national and international, and has authored several publications in high-impact

publishing houses. Her research interests include jihadist terrorism, International Relations and the

European Union. She is currently on a pre-doctoral stay at the Autonomous University of Lisbon.

PAULA NÚÑEZ-GUERRA

Major Adriana Filipa Gameiro Martins holds a PhD in Political Science and International Relations:

Security and Defense (2019), an Integrated Master's degree in Military Sciences: Security, and a

postgraduate degree in Military Police Sciences (2023). Currently, she serves as a Military Professor and

Scientific Coordinator at the Military Academy. She also collaborates with the Research Centre of the

Institute for Political Studies as an Integrated Researcher and with the Research Centres of both the

Military University Institute and the Military Academy as an Associated Researcher.

ADRIANA MARTINS

Aldino Santos de Campos is a Commander (ret.) of the Portuguese Navy specialized in Hydrographic

Engineering. He holds a BSc in Military Naval Sciences, a MEng in Geodesy and Geomatics Engineering, a

PhD in Territorial Engineering and a PhD in International Relations. He teaches Geographic Information

Systems and Geospatial data management at the Portuguese Naval Academy and is researcher at the

Research Centre of the Institute for Political Studies – Catholic University of Lisbon. He has been a

member of the United Nations Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf since 2017, appointed as

Chairperson of the Commission in 2023.

ALDINO CAMPOS

Catarina Abreu de Pinho is an Administrative and Communications Assistant at Fulbright Portugal and a

researcher on China’s maritime strategy, with a particular interest in geopolitics, chinese national security,

and international relations. She holds a Master’s degree in Governance, Leadership, and Democracy

Studies from the Institute of Political Studies at the Universidade Católica Portuguesa. Her academic work

focuses on Indo-Pacific geopolitics and geostrategy, and she has published articles on topics such as

China’s Maritime Strategy in the South China Sea.

CATARINA ABREU PINHO

Sónia Ribeiro has a PhD and Master in European Studies from the Institute of European Studies of the

Universidade Católica Portuguesa and Graduated in International Relations (1997) from the Lusíada

University of Porto, she is a professor at the Institute of Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic

University since 2010 and Coordinator of Research and Advanced Programs at that Institute since 2014.

Sónia is also a Consultant and Executive Project Manager since September 2000, and her experience of

more than 20 years includes consulting specialized in Evaluation and Strategic Planning and project

management, with experience in Portugal and in Portuguese-speaking countries

SÓNIA RIBEIRO

Fabio-Massimo Battaglia is a PhD candidate in Law at the Universidade Católica Portuguesa in Lisbon. As

part of his research, he joined as a visiting researcher the Max Planck Institute in Heidelberg, Germany, and

the CEDAT - Universitat Rovira i Virgili, in Tarragona, Spain. He gained valuable experience as a consultant

and programme officer for the UN International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). He graduated in

Law from the Pontifical Lateran University, Rome in 2016 and went on to earn an LLM. with Merit in

International Environmental Law at the University of Kent, United Kingdom in 2018.

FABIO MASSIMO
BATAGLLIA

Francisco Proença Garcia is currently Associate Professor with Habilitation and Dean for Faculty at the

Institute for Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University; Visiting Academic at University of

Saint Joseph (Macau), Instituto Universitário Militar (Lisbon) and Mozambique Catholic University (Beira).

Among other duties, he served as national representative in the Science and Technology Organization /

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (2014-16), Head of the Department of Postgraduate Studies of the

Military Academy (2014), Advisor of the Chief of the Army Staff 2011-14); Military Advisor to the

Portuguese Delegation to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Defense Agency

(2008-11), President of the Scientific Council of the Higher Institute of Business Communication (2013),

Vice-President of the Army Research Center (2002 and 2014), Planning Officer of the PKF / UNTAET

Central Sector Command Headquarters in Timor-Leste (2001). Francisco Proença Garcia is Academic of

the International Academy of Portuguese Culture, Academic of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and

Military History and Director of the Lisbon Geographical Society. He has written 16 books and published

several dozens of scientific articles in the areas of International Relations, Security Studies and African

Studies. His most recent edited book is Authoritarian Power and the Challenges to Liberal Democracy

(2022), Aletheia, Lisbon.

FRANCISCO PROENÇA
GARCIA



Joana Ramos is a PhD student in Political Science and International Relations at the Institute for

Political Studies of the Universidade Católica Portuguesa (IEP-UCP), where she also works as a research

assistant at the Research Centre of the Institute for Political Studies (CIEP), having earned a research

scholarship in 2022. Since 2022, she has been collaborating with Professor Aili Tripp on the

Mozambique portion of a larger research project entitled "War, Revolution, and the Expansion of

Women's Citizenship". Ramos holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and international Relations,

and a master's degree in Governance, Leadership, and Democracy Studies from IEP-UCP, with a special

focus on Conflict Resolution.

JOANA RAMOS 

Paulo Pereira Zagalo is a PhD Candidate on Military Sciences at the Military University Institute on

European Studies. He received a Master’s degree in Military Sciences, from the Portuguese Military

Academy. He was, until December 2024, the Dean of Academics of the Military Academy. He is a

researcher of the Military Academy Research Centre (CINAMIL) and to the Research Centre of the

Military University Institute (CIDIUM). He prepared and edited several individual and collective papers,

on security and defence subjects, at the Portuguese Military Review, among other specialized

magazines and books, such as the Peter Lang Publishing, and the Palgrave Macmillan.

PAULO PEREIRA

ZAGALO

Pilar Ferreira Gomes is a doctoral student at the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic

University of Portugal, focusing her research on the Middle East. She holds a Masters in Management

from ESCP Business School, Paris and has previously studied in the UK, France, Spain and Egypt.

PILAR GOMES

Lucie Calléja has a PhD in International Relations, Security and Defense at the Institute for Political

Studies of Universidade Católica Portuguesa and researcher at the Research Centre of the Institute for

Political Studies (CIEP). She completed her PhD in 2024 and was Research Fellow at the Foundation for

Science and Technology (FCT) between 2021 and 2024. Before that, she completed the MA in

Governance Leadership and Democracy Studies at the Institute for Political Studies (IEP-UCP) in 2017

and obtained a bachelor’s degree in Political Science at Université Lumière Lyon II (France) in 2015. Her

research interests focus on conflict resolution and peacebuilding, particularly in Africa, with a specific

emphasis on community-based initiatives and women’s participation.

LUCIE CALLEJA

Olena Kolodiy is a PhD student at the Institute of Political Studies (IEP UCP), the same institution

where she earned her Master´s Degree in Political Sciences and International Relations: Security and

Defense. Olena holds a BA in Political Sciences and International Relations from NOVA University of

Lisbon. She worked at FAO-UN in Lisbon (2018) and at the Embassy of Portugal in Ottawa (2020). In

2017, while attending the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, she did an internship at the

Embassy of Portugal in Russia. Currently, Olena works at the Consulate General of Portugal in Boston.

OLENA KOLODYI

Laura Lisboa is a PhD Candidate in International Relations at Sciences Po Paris and is mainly

interested in international politics and European security. Before starting her doctoral research, she

worked for NATO in Brussels. She studied Engineering Physics for her bachelor's and graduated with a

master's in Political Science and International Relations at the Portuguese Catholic University in

Lisbon, where she was also a grader and research assistant at the Research Center of the Institute of

Political Studies.

LAURA LISBOA

Ricardo Alexandre, 54, foreign affairs editor of TSF Radio, hosting international politics programs

(Estado do Sítio, Mapa Mundo), former deputy director; was International Policy Editor at RTP, and

news deputy director RDP (2005-2012). Reported on war zones: Balkans, Palestine, Afghanistan,

Ukraine, Timor. Integrated researcher with IPRI-Nova, associate researecher with CEI-ISCTE; PhD in

Political Science, specialization IR from ISCTE, Lisboa. Master in European Societies and Politics,

bachelor in Sociology. Collaborating researcher Observare Center Universidade Autónoma de Lisboa

(UAL). Associate Professor of Journalism at Nova University. Several reportage books published (the

last one, 2022, on Afghanistan) and chapters in almost twenty books.

RICARDO ALEXANDRE

Victoria Isaeva is an expert in African and Oriental studies, currently pursuing a PhD in Security and

Defense. Her academic interests are focused on Japan, the South Caucasus and North Africa. She

holds a BA in Oriental Studies, specialising in Japanology and has lived and conducted research in

Osaka. Her two MA dissertations and ongoing PhD work explore conflict in Nagorno - Karabakh

between Armenia and Azerbaijan. With a strong background in geopolitical analysis, she examines

security dynamics and conflict resolution strategies in this region. 

VICTORIA ISAAEVA


