


Against the background of a cultural crisis of mourning, a new industry 
is leveraging generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) to address grief.  
So-called “ghostbots” are trained on data from a specific deceased person, 
like text messages, emails, and videos, to create an interactive digital 
companion that simulates them. Proponents claim that such AI might better 
address grief than traditional practices or even allow for the continued 
existence of the dead. Our project, “Digital Afterlives: AI, Memory, and 
Mourning,” is an international and interdisciplinary collaboration between 
the Digital Ethics Laboratory of Universidade Católica Portuguesa, the IBM 
Tech Ethics Lab of Notre Dame University, and the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Culture at the University of Virginia. It examines the reasons 
behind the rise of ghostbots and the ethical and religious concerns raised 
by the technology. At a deeper level, the project explores the place of 
grief and mourning in a flourishing life and what might be the proper role 
of technology in contemporary mourning.








