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OUR SPEAKERS 

Almeida, Carlos Marques de  

Carlos Marques de Almeida holds a PhD in Political Science and 

International Relations from the Institute for Political Studies at the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa and is currently a Visiting Professor in 

the same Institute, attached to the Contemporary Political Theory Group. 

During his PhD he was, firstly, Visiting Research Student at St. Antony's 

College, Oxford, being subsequently elected as a Senior Associate Member at the same 

College. Member of the Michael Oakeshott Association Executive Committee he is also a 

Group Officer at the Oxford Society (Portugal). In addition to the academic activity, he was 

for many years a regular columnist at several national newspapers and magazines and a 

political commentator at a television program on news and current affairs. Currently he 

writes a weekly column on Eco – Economia Online. 

Alves, André Azevedo 

André Azevedo Alves has a PhD in Government (London School of 

Economics and Political Science) and is currently Full Professor at IEP-

Católica, where he has been the Director of CIEP, the Research Centre of 

IEP-Católica, since 2013. He is also Honorary Full Professor of Political 

Science and Catholic Social Thought at St. Mary’s University, London. 

André’s main research interests are in political economy, political 

philosophy, ethics and Catholic social thought. André writes a regular column for the 

Portuguese online newspaper Observador and is a member of the Mont Pelerin Society. 
 His most recent book, co-edited with Philip Booth, is “Catholic Social Thought, the Market 

and Public Policy” (St Mary’s University Press) and has also been published in Spanish - 

“Pensamiento Social Católico, Mercado y Políticas Públicas” (EUNSA - Ediciones Universidad 

de Navarra) and in Portuguese - “Pensamento Social Católico, Mercado e Políticas Públicas” 

(Universidade Católica Editora). 
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Andrade, Sebastião Dâmaso de 

Sebastião Dâmaso de Andrade has a background in Psychology and 

Political Science, specializing in Political Psychology, communication, 

body language and human behaviour. His work explores how 

psychological predispositions, evolutionary mechanisms, nonverbal cues 

and styles of communication shape social perception, political attitudes 

and collective behaviour. His current research connects personality, 

ideology, political disenchantment and the psychological foundations of receptivity to 

rupture-oriented political messages. Alongside his academic work, he is involved in cultural 

and entrepreneurial projects related to event production and digital solutions. 

Arrigo, John Joseph 

 

Barbosa, Suzi 

Suzi Barbosa is a Bissau-Guinean politician, currently a member of the 

Spain-Africa Strategic Council since 2025. She served as Special Advisor 

to the President of the Republic, Umaro Sissoco Embaló, for Foreign 

Policy from 2023 to 2024. She was Minister of State and Foreign Affairs 

from 2019 to 2023, having been appointed Minister four times. 

Previously, she served as Secretary of State for International 

Cooperation from 2015 to 2016. Before that, she was the Diplomatic and Political Advisor 

to Prime Minister Aristides Gomes from 2018 to 2019. She was an elected Member of 

Parliament for three terms and also President of the Women Parliamentarians Network of 

Guinea-Bissau.  

She is a PhD candidate in African Studies in Portugal. In 2025, she was decorated by the 

Spanish government with the Order of Merit "Isabel la Católica". Suzi Barbosa was a 

member of parliament and President of the Women Parliamentarians Network of Guinea-

Bissau. 
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Barys, Dorota 

Graduate of Hispanic Studies at the Adam Mickiewicz University in 

Poznań, Poland.  
She has been working in diplomacy since 2000, initially as a consul at the 

Polish Embassy in Mexico and at the Polish Embassy in Oslo, then as 

consul general in Curitiba, Brazil. After returning from Brazil, she held the 

position of head of section in the Department of Cooperation with the 

Polish Diaspora and Poles Abroad, and later deputy director of the Department of Public 

and Cultural Diplomacy. In 2014-2017, director of the Polish Institute in Madrid. In 2018-

2024, she held the position of deputy director of the Department of the Americas, from 

November 2023 to September 2024 heading the department. Since September 2024 

chief of the Polish Embassy in Lisbon. 

Barroso, José Manuel Durão Barroso 

José Manuel Durão Barroso José Manuel Durão Barroso is former 

President of the European Commission where he completed two 

mandates between 2004 and 2014. He’s a former Prime Minister of 

Portugal . He served on the Portuguese Government for 12 years , 

including in the positions of Minister of Foreign Affairs, Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and Secretary of State for Home 

Affairs.  

His academic appointments include Visiting Professor at Georgetown University, Princeton 

University and the Graduate lnstitute for International Studies in Geneva. He is currently a 

visiting professor at the Catholic University of Portugal (Director of its Centre of European 

Studies) and at the European University Institute, School of Transnational Governance, 

Florence. He’s also non resident scholar at Princeton University, where is a member of the 

Advisory Council of the Liechtenstein Institute.  

He is currently Chairman of International Advisors at Goldman Sachs and Chairman of Gavi, 

the Vaccine Alliance. 
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Barroso, Leonor Durão 

Invited Assistant Professor at the Institute for Political Studies of 
Universidade Católica Portuguesa. Her research is mainly on political 
thought, with a focus on the School of Salamanca and its intersection with 
international law, and on the law of war. Her works include: “Limited from 
the Outside: Francisco Suárez and the External Limits of Political Power”, 
in Religions, 15: 259, 2024; “Vitoria and Erasmus on the Justice of War” 

(with A. A. Alves), in J. María Beneyto (ed.), Empire, Humanism and Rights, Collected Essays on 
Francisco de Vitoria. Springer, 2022, pp. 171-187. Deputy Director for Transatlantic Relations at 
the Luso-American Development Foundation (FLAD). 

Benedito, Rosa 

PhD student in Political Sciences and International Relations, 2nd Edition at the Faculty of 

Social and Political Sciences of the Catholic University of Mozambique, Maputo Extension. 

Master's degree in International Trade Law from Eduardo Mondlane University. Graduated 

in International Relations and Diplomacy from the extinct Higher Institute of International 

Relations, now Joaquim Chissano University. 

Becker-Weinberg, Vasco 
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Bento, Vítor 

Vítor Bento, holds a degree in Economics, a Master’s in Philosophy 

(Philosophy of Action,) a PhD in Strategic Studies, and a Certificate (from 

INSEAD) in Corporate Governance. 
He is currently Chairman of the Portuguese Banking Association, Member 

of the Audit Board of the Catholic University of Portugal – where he is also 

a Visiting Full Professor; Member of the Board of the PWN (Professional 

Women Network) Lisbon; and Member of the General Council of the Portuguese Institute 

Institute of Corporate Governance; among other positions. In the past he held various 

executive and non-executive positions in several companies, led the Directorate-General of 

the Treasury and the Debt Management Agency (IGCP), served as Director of the Bank of 

Portugal, participated in European Union bodies representing Portuguese official 

institutions, and was executive director of the Monetary Authority of Macao. He was also a 

member of the (Portugal’s) Council of State (2009–2016). He has taught at several 

Portuguese universities, mostly matters related with Economics and Finance, and is the 

author of various books on Economics, European Affairs, and Strategy, as well as a 

commentator on economic and financial issues. 

Bieńczyk-Missala, Agnieszka 

Professor at the Faculty of Political Science and International Studies, 

University of Warsaw. Head of the Department of Strategic Studies 

and International Security, Chair of the Scientific Council for the 

Discipline of Security Studies, Vice-dean for International 

Cooperation. Chief specialist and analyst at the Polish Institute of 

International Affairs (2006–2008). Manager of the project entitled Prevention of Mass 

Human Rights Violations funded by the National Science Centre (2013–2017). Contributor 

to the joint activities within NOHA, i.e. Network on Humanitarian Action and many other 

national and international scientific projects. Holder of the Jan Karski Educational 

Foundation Scholarship at the Georgetown Leadership Seminar in 2016. Chair of the 

Committee of the Garden of the Righteous Foundation (since 2023). Author of numerous 

scientific publications on international relations and humanitarian issues. 
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Binder, Jana 

 

Booth, Philip 

Philip Booth is Professor of Catholic Social Thought and Public Policy at St. 

Mary's University; Senior Research Fellow at the Centre of Enterprise, 

Markets and Ethics; and Director of Policy and Research at the Catholic 

Bishops' Conference of England and Wales. He was previously Director of 

Catholic Mission at St. Mary's, Director of the Vinson Centre for the Public 

Understanding of Economics and Entrepreneurship and Professor of Economics at the 

University of Buckingham. Also previously Director of Research and Public Engagement at 

St. Mary's and Editorial and Programme Director at the Institute of Economic Affairs and, 

before that, Professor of Insurance and Risk Management at Cass Business School and 

Associate Dean of Cass Business School. He has worked as an advisor on financial stability 

issues at the Bank of England and on a number of projects to help establish actuarial 

professions in central and eastern Europe. Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries and a Fellow 

of the Royal Statistical Society. Philip teaches and researches in fields related to economics, 

political economy, business ethics, and Catholic social teaching. He curates, with Andre 

Alves, the website www.catholicsocialthought.org.uk 

Botelho, Catarina Santos 

Professor of Law and Chair of Constitutional Law at the Porto Faculty of 

Law (Universidade Católica Portuguesa). Director of the Master in 

Constitutionalism, Democracy, and Human Rights. Member of the 

Management Board of the European Union Agency for Fundamental 

Rights (FRA) and an elected Member of its Annual Report Editorial 

Committee (AREDIT). Co-editor, with Richard Albert and Carlos Bernal Pulido, of the Hart 

Publishing Series on Constitutionalism in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

1st Deputy General Coordinator of the Academic Network on the European Social Charter 

and Social Rights (ANESC). Member of the European Research Council (ERC) Peer Review 

http://www.catholicsocialthought.org.uk/
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Panels for Advanced Grants. She has (co)organized several international conferences, 

including three editions of the Global Summit on Constitutionalism at the University of Texas 

at Austin, and has authored numerous international publications in leading journals such as 

the German Law Journal, the Hague Journal on the Rule of Law, the American Journal of 

Comparative Law, and the Revista Catalana de Dret Públic. Her research interests include 

constitutional theory and legal philosophy; constitutional design and amendment; 

democracy, political parties, and populism; constitutional courts — including strong and 

weak judicial review, landmark cases, and judicial strategy; solidarity and social rights; 

constitutional conventions in civil law systems; digital constitutionalism; intergenerational 

justice; and challenges to academic freedom. 

Branco, José Tomaz Castello 

José Tomaz Castello Branco holds a PhD and a Master's degree in 

Political Science and International Relations from the Institute of Political 

Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University (IEP-UCP). He received a 

PhD scholarship from the FCT and was twice a Visiting Student at the 

University of Oxford. 

He has been a Visiting Assistant Professor at IEP-UCP since 2000. Between 2011 and 2014 

he also taught at the University of Beira Interior. His main areas of research are political 

theory. He occasionally comments (Reuters, CNN Portugal). 

Burnay, Henrique 

Henrique Burnay since 2010 is the owner and senior partner at 

Eupportunity, the first Portuguese European affairs consultancy firm with 

an office in Brussels, working to represent entities before the European 

institutions and to prepare applications for centralized European funding. 

Since 2010, he is a guest lecturer in European Public Policy at the Institute 

of Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University and was a guest lecturer at EGP - 

University of Porto Business School, where he taught the Lobbying module in postgraduate 

management courses. A regular commentator on European and international issues, he was 

a columnist for Diário de Notícias, a member of the Café Europa panel on Rádio Observador 

and has been a columnist for the newspaper Expresso Online since 2021 and the author of 

opinion articles in various publications. 
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Calléja, Lucie  

Lucie Calléja is Doctor in International Relations, Security and Defense 

(PhD) at the Institute for Political Studies of Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa (IEP-UCP) and researcher at the Research Centre of the 

Institute for Political Studies (CIEP). She completed her PhD in 2024 and  

Fellow at the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT) between 2021 and 2024.  
She completed the MA in Governance Leadership and Democracy Studies at IEP-UCP in 2017 

and obtained a bachelor’s degree in Political Science at Université Lumière Lyon II (France) 

in 2015. In 2021, she joined the Research Line 'Peace and Civil Society' (LIPSC) of the CIEP 

(IEP-UCP). Her research interests focus on conflict resolution and peacebuilding, particularly 

in Africa, with a specific emphasis on community-based initiatives and women’s 

participation. She is currently a Post-Doctoral Fellow in Integral Human Development 

(CADOS-UCP) and Invited Professor at Universidade Católica Portuguesa. 

Cantalapiedra, David García 

David García Cantalapiedra, PhD, in Political Science with Honors (UCM). 

He is Professor in the Department of International Relations at the 

Faculty of Political Science of the Complutense University of Madrid, 

where he has taught Strategic Studies, US Foreign Policy, and 

International Relations in the Asia–Pacific region for more than twenty 

years. He has also served as Lecturer on US Foreign Policy at the Spanish Diplomatic School, 

as well as lecturer in the General Staff Course at the Spanish Armed Forces School and in 

the National Defence Course at CESEDEN. 

He was Senior Analyst on U.S. Foreign Policy and Transatlantic Relations at the Elcano Royal 

Institute (2007–2009); between 2008 and 2011 worked for NATO in Afghanistan and on 

NATO nuclear policy. He subsequently served as a 2012 U.S. State Department Fellow and 

later as Loyola Visiting Professor at Ateneo de Manila University and Visiting Professor at 

the UN University for Peace in Manila (2013–14). He later became 2017 European Union 

Center Fellow in Singapore. Later he worked for 2018 Spanish National Commission on 

Immigration and on different projects on Terrorism, Organized crime and North Africa and 

Sahel. 

He is currently Director of the Complutense Group for International and Strategic Studies, 

and for US Foreign Policy Strategic Observatory at Franklin Institute in Alcala University. 
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Caldwell, Ernest 

Ernest Caldwell is Professor of Asian Law and History as well as the 

Executive Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Business, Law, Education and 

Theology at St Mary’s University London. 
Previously, he spent over a decade at SOAS University of London teaching 

law and East Asian studies, alongside serving in senior leadership roles. 

He also served at Goldsmiths, University of London as Deputy Vice Chancellor.  
He is currently researching two areas: the relationship between national anti-conversion 

laws and Catholic identity in Asia and the role of Catholic Social Teaching in the 

establishment of equitable transnational education partnerships. 

Caria, Catarina 

Catarina Caria is a foreign affairs analyst, Queen's University Canada 

fellow, a seasoned public speaker, host/moderator with a strong 

emphasis on European and Transatlantic Affairs, Security & Defence, 

and Governance. She's a former political advisor to the XXV and XXIV 

Governments of Portugal and a Fulbright/FLAD scholar in the United 

States. Catarina has worked in Brussels, for the world’s leading think 

tank on peace metrics - Institute for Economics and Peace - and has a vast experience in 

Public Diplomacy, having worked for several diplomatic missions in Portugal. She holds a 

Master’s Degree in Governance, Leadership and Democracy Studies and a Bachelor’s in 

Political Science and International Affairs. Catarina serves as an Advisory Board Member at 

IPDAL.  

Carmen, Fonseca 

Carmen Fonseca is Assistant Professor of International Relations at 

Nova University of Lisbon, Portugal. She is the Director of the 

Portuguese Institute of International Relations (IPRI-NOVA).  
She was Visiting Fellow at Institute of Social and Political Studies of the 

State University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (2023) and at Getulio Vargas 

Foundation, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (2012). She holds a Phd (2014) in 

International Relations, from NOVA FCSH, about Brazilian foreign policy strategies during 

Lula da Silva period. Between 2008 and 2024 Brazilian foreign policy strategies 



 

 
34th International Meeting in Political Studies  | Estoril Political Forum 2026 | 1-3 June, 2026  

 

during Lula da Silva period. Between 2008 and 2024 she was editor of Relações 

Internacionais journal. Her main research interests cover EU-Brazil relations, Brazilian 

foreign policy, Brazil-Portugal relations and Foreign Policy Analysis. 

Carvalho, Cristina Sá 

Cristina Sá Carvalho is the IEP-UCP Doctoral Program Director. She holds 

a PhD in Political Science and International Relations: Security and Defense 

from IEP-UCP and a Postdoctoral Program in Integral Human Development 

(CADOS-UCP/Porticus Foundation), and a MS in Educational Psychology 

from ISPA and a pre-Bologna degree in Psychology (ISPA). She focuses on 

Education Public Policies, Curriculum Development, Teacher Education, the political thought 

of Pope Francis and Political Psychology and currently lectures at IEP BA Political Psychology 

and BA Political Cognition and MS/PhD Political Psychology Challenges to  

Democracy. At the UCP Faculty of Theology she lectures Psychology of Religion. She´s also 

an integrated researcher at the Center for Research of the Institute of Political Studies (CIEP-

IEP-UCP) and collaborative researcher at CITER-UCP – Center of Theology and Religious 

Studies, where she works on the Catholic Church Social Studies. 

Chachava, Ketevan  

Ketevan (Kate) Chachava is a Georgian civic activist, strategic 

communications expert, and democracy advocate with nearly two 

decades of experience in civil society leadership, public engagement, 

election observation, and democratic resilience. She is the Founder and 

Executive Director of the Center for Development and Democracy 

(CDD) and a Non-Resident Fellow with the Democratic Resilience Program at the Center for 

European Policy Analysis (CEPA). Her work focuses on strengthening democratic 

participation, strategic communication, civic education, media literacy, and supporting 

Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration. Over the years, she has led and 

contributed to numerous initiatives related to election integrity, civil society development, 

youth engagement, and countering disinformation in increasingly polarized environments. 

Ketevan is also a Steering Committee member of the World Movement for Democracy and 

regularly participates in international conferences, policy discussions, and forums 

addressing democracy, security, and resilience.  
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Cheney, Helen 

 

Colla, Carolina Di 

Carolina Medeiros Di Colla holds a degree in International Relations from 

the University of Coimbra, having completed an Erasmus exchange at the 

University of Geneva. She is currently pursuing a Master’s degree in 

Political Science, International Relations: Security and Defence, at the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, in Lisbon. 

She works in the field of foreign trade and is a Rural Business Analyst in Brazil and Paraguay 

at Global Fazendas and Global Estância. She also volunteers at Mary’s Meals Portugal. Her 

interests focus on the intersection of politics, society and markets, while her academic 

research centres on Political Philosophy, with particular attention to classical conservative 

thought, the Aristotelian tradition and the role of the family as a fundamental pillar of 

society. 

Conceição, Maurício Caldeira e 

Maurício Conceição is an economist and PhD student in Political Science 

and International Relations at Universidade Católica Portuguesa, 

specializing in Security and Defence. He holds a degree in Economics, a 

master’s degree in International Economics and European Studies, and a 

postgraduate degree in Data Science. His professional experience has been 

primarily developed in finance and control, across sectors including banking, the merchant 

navy, and local public administration, and he currently works at Lisbon City Hall (Câmara 

Municipal de Lisboa – CML). 

Having first engaged with public service as a firefighter during his studies, his academic 

interests focus on international security, strategy, geopolitics, European defence, and the 

relationship between civilian institutions, the armed forces, and the defence industry. 
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Costa, António Martins da 

AMC is Adviser to the Executive Board of EDP, after 15 years as a Board 

member. He previously served as CEO and Vice-Chairman of EDP Brasil, 

Chairman and CEO of EDP Renewables North America, and Board 

member of EDP Renewables. Before the energy sector, he spent 14 years 

in financial services, including as General Manager of Bank Millennium 

BCP and Director of Eureko BV, as well as Vice-President of the Executive Board of PZU in 

Poland. 

He is currently President of AMCHAM Portugal and PROFORUM, Vice-President of APGEI, 

and a Trustee of Fundação Alfredo de Sousa. He also sits on the Superior Board of 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa and presides over the Board of Círculo Eça de Queiroz. 

Coutinho, João Pereira 

João Pereira Coutinho has a Ph.D. in Political Science and International 

Relations from the Institute of Political Studies of the Catholic University 

of Portugal, where he also teaches. He is a columnist in Portugal and Brazil 

and a regular political commentator on Portuguese television. His latest 

books (‘Conservadorismo’ and ‘Edmund Burke’) have been published 

simultaneously in Portugal and Brazil. 

Cristo, Alexandre Homem 

Degree in Political Science (UCP) and Master's in Comparative 

Politics (ICS-UL). Advanced training in Public Policy Analysis (London 

School of Economics). Elected to the Portuguese Parliament in 2024. 
Alexandre Homem Cristo has coordinated educational innovation 

projects at international and national level, in particular combining 

artificial intelligence with monitoring the reading ability of 

elementary school pupils. He was a National Education Advisor and parliamentary advisor, 

and a member of the SEDES Coordinating Council. Alexandre Homem Cristo has published 

several articles on public education policies. 
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Cruz, Bernardo Ivo 

Bernardo Ivo Cruz has a PhD in Politics from the University of Bristol 

and Advance Training by the Prince of Wales’s Program on Business 

and Sustainability for Senior Executives, by the Leadership and 

Sustainability Institute at the University of Cambridge and is 

Associated Academic in the International Academy for Portuguese 

Culture. 

Significant professional experience in different industries, including, Diplomacy, Financial 

Services, Public Sector, Private Business, Higher Education, NGOs, media and working with 

International Organisations. Served as Secretary of State for International Trade and Foreign 

Investment, Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Honorary Consul of Botswana in 

Portugal. Lived and worked in Belgium, Brazil, Portugal, Timor Leste and the United 

Kingdom. 

Dias, Mónica 

Mónica Dias is Associate Professor and Director of the Institute of 

Political Studies (IEP) at the Portuguese Catholic University. As professor 

and researcher, she works in the field of Conflict and Peace Studies, 

Democracy, Contemporary International Politics, International 

Organisations and Human Rights.  

She directs the Research Line on Peace Studies and Civil Society at the Institute's Study 

Centre and is responsible for the Summit of Democracies, which is supported by the 

European Parliament. She has taught at the University of Cologne and was a scholarship 

holder of the DAAD, the United States Information Agency (now Fulbright), the FCT and the 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. She was an advisor to the Committee on Education, 

Science and Culture in the Portuguese Parliament and a trainer in international seminars 

organised by the European Commission and the European Parliament in the areas of 

Multicultural Education, Leadership and Conflict Management. She is a member of the 

Board of the Portuguese Political Science Association and a commentator on international 

political affairs in the media, with extensive publications in this field. 
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Duque, Raquel 

Raquel Duque: She is an Assistant Professor at the Institute for Political Studies 

of Universidade Católica Portuguesa with a PhD in Political Science and 

International Relations: Security and Defence (IEP-UCP), MA in International 

Security and Terrorism (University of Nottingham) and BA in Political Science 

and International Relations (FCSH-UNL). She has carried out periods of research 

and academic studies at St Antony's College (University of Oxford) and Sciences Po, Paris. She is an 

integrated researcher at CIEP/UCP. She is a National Defence and Civil Crisis Management auditor for 

the National Defence Institute. She is the author of several national and international academic 

publications and has participated in various conferences in Portugal and abroad as well as in the 

media. 

Ennes, Nuno 

A graduate in Law from the Faculty of Law of the University of Lisbon, he 

began his professional life as a lawyer and legal consultant. From 2022, 

he attended a Master's degree in Political Science and International 

Relations: Security and Defence at the Institute of Political Studies (IEP), 

which he completed in 2024 with the dissertation “Churchill, Savrola and 

the Future of Democracy”, on the political thought of Winston S. 

Churchill. He is currently preparing his doctoral thesis project, also on Churchill’s political 

thought. He was an assistant to Professor João Carlos Espada in the courses “Tradition of 

Liberty” and “Vital Center”. He is particularly dedicated to researching: the Future of 

Democracy; Tradition of Liberty; Anglo-American Political Culture; Maritime Political 

Culture. He is the President of the International Churchill Society of Portugal. 
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Espada, João Carlos 

João Carlos Espada is Professor and co-founder (1996) of the Institute 

for Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal, where he is 

University professor of Political Studies. He earned his D.Phil from the 

University of Oxford (1990-94), under the supervision of (Lord) Ralf 

Dahrendorf, and he taught at Brown, Stanford and Georgetown 

Universities in the US (1994-96 and 1999/2000) as well as in the College 

of Europe, Natolin/Warsaw (2011-2013).  

He is the editor of the quarterly journal Nova Cidadania (Est. 1998) and president of the 

Portuguese section of the International Churchill Society/Churchill Centre, as well as a 

member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Democracy. He was political advisor to 

President Mário Soares (1986-91) and President Aníbal Cavaco Silva (2006-2011). He is the 

secretary of the Oxford Society of Portugal. His latest book is The Anglo-American Tradition 

of Liberty: A View from Europe (London/New York: Routledge, 2016/2018; Liberdade Como 

Tradição, Brazilian edition, Távola Editorial, 2019 and Portuguese edition, D. Quixote, 2023). 

João Carlos Espada was awarded an Honorary OBE by HM Queen Elizabeth II in September 

2018. 

Faria, Luís Leal de 

Luís Leal de Faria holds a PhD in Political Science and International 

Relations from the Institute for Political Studies at Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa (IEP Católica), as well as a MSc in Finance and an BSc in 

Economics from Nova School of Business and Economics (Nova SBE). He 

is an Invited Assistant Professor at IEP Católica and a researcher at its 

Research Centre (CIEP). He currently serves as Adviser to the Portuguese 

Government Task Force for State Reform. His previous professional experience includes 

roles as Teaching Assistant at Nova SBE, Economist at the Portuguese Securities Market 

Commission (CMVM), Adviser at the Bank of Portugal, and Trainee at the European Central 

Bank. 
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Fábián, Emília  

Dr. Emília Fábián began her higher education specializing in tourism and 

economic diplomacy, and subsequently earned a degree in Asia-Pacific 

Studies in Japan. She later obtained a Master’s degree in International 

Relations, and finally completed her PhD in International and Security 

Studies at the Corvinus University of Budapest in 2016.She started her 

professional career as a program officer at the Japan Foundation in 

Budapest, and after joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, she headed the economic office 

of the Hungarian Embassy in Tokyo. Upon her return, she worked as a desk officer for the 

South-East Asian region, and then managed the economic office of the Embassy in Kuala 

Lumpur between 2015 and 2018. Returning to Budapest, she served as Deputy Director 

General of the China Department, and from 2019 to 2023, she headed the Department of 

Fastest Developing Economies. Since 2023, she has been serving as the Ambassador of 

Hungary to Lisbon. 

Farooqui, Aisha 

Aisha Farooqui is a senior career diplomat who joined the Pakistan 

Foreign Service in 1994. She has served in key diplomatic roles across 

Europe, the Middle East and the United States, and held leadership 

positions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad. She was 

Pakistan’s Ambassador to Ireland from 2022 to 2025 and will assume 

her role as Ambassador to Portugal in December 2025. Her previous 

assignments include Official Spokesperson of the Ministry, Consul General in Houston, and 

postings in Ankara, London, Cairo and Paris. She holds advanced degrees in International 

Relations and National Security, is the author of Musings of a Nomad, and is fluent in English, 

French and Urdu. 

Feijó, António 

Chairman of the Board of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation since May 2022, António M. 

Feijó is Professor Emeritus at the University of Lisbon. A degree in Anglo-American Studies 

(1977) was followed by an M.A. in English Literature at SUNY Albany (1979). Doctoral studies 

were completed at Brown University in 1985. 
 His academic career includes a Full Professorship in English Studies and participation in the 
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Literary Theory Program. Leadership roles at the School of Arts and 

Humanities included directing the School and chairing its Scientific 

Council (2008–2013). Service to the University of Lisbon also 

encompassed positions as Vice-Rector, Pro-Rector, and Director of the 

University Press. From 2014 to 2018, the Independent General Council 

of RTP was chaired by Feijó. Non-executive roles were held at the Casa de Mateus 

Foundation and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. Publications span essays, books, 

translations, and dramaturgical work across English, American, and Portuguese literature. 

Recent titles include Uma Admiração Pastoril pelo Diabo, a revised Hamlet translation, A 

Universidade como deve ser, and O Cânone. 

 

Fernandes, José Manuel 

José Manuel Fernandes is Administrator and publisher of the Portuguese 

Online Newspaper “Observador” since 2014. Former editor in chief of the 

Portuguese daily "PÚBLICO" till 2009. Attended the Biology BA, in the 

Sciences College of the Lisbon University; Journalist since 1976, worked in 

the weekly "Expresso" between 1980 and 1989.  

Founder of the daily newspaper "PÚBLICO" in 1989. Contributor and member of the 

Editorial Board of the revue "Risco" during all its existence. Contributor and member of the 

Editorial Board of the magazine "Nova Cidadania" since it was founded. Founder and 

member of the direction of the Press Observatory. Former member of the board of the 

World Forum of Editors. Author of several books, namely “Liberdade e Informação”, FFMS, 

2011. Great Prize of the Portuguese Press Club in 1998. Former guest Professor of the Lisbon 

College of Media, of the Human Sciences College of the Catholic University and of the 

Emprise Communication College. 

Flather, Paul 

Paul Flather studied at Balliol College, Oxford for his BA and later 

doctorate. He has been a Fellow at Corpus Christ and Mansfield Colleges, 

Oxford (1994-21). He served as Secretary–General/CEO of the 

Europaeum association of leading European universities (2000-17). He 

was founding Secretary-General/CEO of the Central European University 
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(1990-1994), and helped establish a raft of other Open Society initiatives in Central and 

East Europe. He was then Director of International and External affairs for Oxford 

University (1994-2000). Previously, he worked as a journalist, including at the BBC, Times 

Newspapers, and the New Statesman (deputy editor), and was an elected Chair of London 

Post-16 education on the London Education Authority (1986-1990). He worked with 

dissident movements in Central Europe in the 1980s, recently receiving the Jan Masaryk 

Silver Medal for his work, and with UK race equality and cultural groups for 40 years. His 

research work has focused on democracy, corruption, education, particularly related to 

India and Europe. His doctorate won the Political Studies Association Prize. Recent writings 

are on Dynasty and Democracy (OUP 2017), Protest in Democracy (2021, South Korean 

PSA), and pieces in The Round Table journal. He currently chairs several British charities to 

do with philosophy, resistance, scholarships, commonwealth studies and youth work. He 

has lectured in many universities around the world, and is currently a visiting professor in 

universities in Peru and India. 

Franco, Lívia 

Lívia Franco is Associate Professor and Senior Researcher at the Institute 

for Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal (IEP-Católica) 

and Associate Researcher at the pan-European think-tank ECFR 

(European Council on Foreign Relations). Her areas of interest include 

Contemporary International Politics, Transatlantic Relations, Portuguese 

Foreign Policy and European Politics.  

She has authored, edited and translated various articles and books in these areas. She 

earned her PhD in Political Science at the Catholic University of Portugal and her MA in 

International Relations from Leuven University. She was Fulbright PhD student at Boston 

College and Visiting Scholar at Brown University. During the Fall Semester 2021, she was 

FLAD Visiting Professor at Georgetown University, where she taught a course on Democracy 

in Europe: History, Politics and Public Opinion. Lívia Franco is a resident commentator at the 

Portuguese TV news channel SIC Notícias and regularly serves as commentator on European 

and International Affairs in other media outlets. 
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Friedek, Martin 

Since 2015, Martin Friedek has been a Political Analyst and Project 

Coordinator at the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation’s Country Office for 

Spain and Portugal in Madrid, Spain. Previously, he held the same 

position from 2011 to 2014 at the Foundation’s office in Mexico City. 

Prior to that, he worked as a Legislative Assistant at the German Federal 

Parliament in Berlin.  

He holds a master’s degree in political science from the Universities of Potsdam and 

Erlangen-Nuremberg, Germany, and is currently completing an Executive Master’s program 

at ESIC Business School, Madrid. He is specialized in the analysis of political and economic 

events and the political system of Spain and Portugal as well as both countries’ EU and 

external relations, with a special focus on Latin America. In addition, he regularly examines 

current socio political trends and shifts, with a particular attention to geopolitics and 

innovation (digitalization and AI). 

 
Ganito, Carla 

Carla Ganito is an Associate Professor of Digital Media at Faculdade de 

Ciências Humanas (FCH) of Universidade Católica Portuguesa (UCP) in 

Lisbon. She is a researcher and board member at the Research Center 

for Communication and Culture (CECC).  
Her research investigates the intersection of technology, culture, and 

society, with a particular focus on algorithmic imaginaries, the 

platformization of communication, and cyberculture. She actively explores the social 

implications of digital environments, examining phenomena ranging from participatory 

media and organizational digital transformation to digital ageism. 
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Garcia, Francisco Proença  

Francisco Proença is Full Professor and Dean for Faculty at the Institute 

for Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University; Visiting 

Academic at University of Saint Joseph (Macau), Instituto Universitário 

Militar (Lisbon) and Mozambique Catholic University (Beira) and 

Chairman of the Council for Higher Military Education.  

Among other duties, he served as national representative in the Science and Technology 

Organization / North Atlantic Treaty Organization (2014-16), Head of the Department of 

Postgraduate Studies of the Military Academy (2014), Advisor of the Chief of the Army 

Staff 2011-14); Military Advisor to the Portuguese Delegation to the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization and the European Defense Agency (2008-11), President of the Scientific 

Council of the Higher Institute of Business Communication (2013), Vice-President of the 

Army Research Center (2002 and 2014), Planning Officer of the PKF / UNTAET Central 

Sector Command Headquarters in Timor-Leste (2001). Francisco Proença Garcia is 

Academic of the International Academy of Portuguese Culture, Academic of the Brazilian 

Institute of Geography and Military History and Director of the Lisbon Geographical 

Society. He has written 16 books and published several dozens of scientific articles in the 

areas of International Relations, Security Studies and African Studies. His most recent 

edited book is The Palgrave Handbook on Geopolitics of Brazil and the South Atlantic 

(2025) Palgrave Macmillan, London. 

 
Gata, João Eduardo 

João Eduardo C. L. Gata is an economist who served as Principal 

Economist and senior economic advisor at the Portuguese Competition 

Authority (AdC). He previously directed the AdC’s Bureau of Economic 

Studies and worked as Chief Economist, following earlier work in 

mergers and acquisitions. He was Director-General at the Ministry for 

Environmental Affairs and taught economics at the University of Aveiro, ISG, the 

 University of Minnesota, and the University of York. He holds a degree in Economics from 

the Catholic University of Portugal, a PhD in Economics from the University of Minnesota, 

and a Postgraduate Diploma in EU Competition Law from King’s College London. A member 



 

 
34th International Meeting in Political Studies  | Estoril Political Forum 2026 | 1-3 June, 2026  

 

of UECE/ISEG, he has published in international journals and was a Fullbright and NATO 

Scholar. 

Godfrey, Edward 

 

 
Gomes, Tomé Ribeiro 

 
Ribeiro Gomes holds a PhD in History, Security and Defense Studies from 

ISCTE – University Institute of Lisbon, with a dissertation on strategic 

geography, focused on the Azores, titled “Small Islands in Grand Strategy: 

The strategic geography of the Azores (1430–2022)”. He holds a Master’s 

degree in Governance, Leadership, and Democracy Studies from the Institute of Political 

Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal, and a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science 

and International Relations from NOVA University Lisbon. His research interests lie in the 

fields of geopolitics, strategy, security studies, and transatlantic relations. 

Gregório, Inês 

 

Inês Gregório is Invited Assistant Professor at IEP-UCP and her main research 

interests include  public policy, education policies, and political economy; she is 

also Executive Director of the Research Centre of the Institute for Political 

Studies of Universidade Católica Portuguesa (CIEP-UCP), where she is 

responsible for the ongoing research projects. Inês holds a PhD in Political 

Science and International Relations, an MA in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from the 

University of York, United Kingdom, and a BA in International Relations from the Institute for 

Political Studies of Universidade Católica Portuguesa. She is a member of the European Research 

Group on Artificial Intelligence and Ethics at the Center for Digital Culture of the Dicastery for 

Culture and Education. 



 

 
34th International Meeting in Political Studies  | Estoril Political Forum 2026 | 1-3 June, 2026  

 

 
Hasselberger, William 
 

William Hasselberger (PhD, University of Virginia) is an Associate 

Professor in the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic University  
of Portugal (IEP-UCP), and the Director of the Digital Ethics Laboratory 

(LED), a center for advanced study on emerging technologies and their 

impact on society and human wellbeing. 
Vice-president for the UCP Research Ethics Commission for Technology, Social Sciences and 

the Humanities, William is also a Visiting Researcher at the Institute for Advanced Studies in 

Culture at the University of Virginia. 

William's research covers several areas including Artificial Intelligence (AI) and technology 

ethics, moral virtue and human well-being, and the philosophy of mind. He has published 

on topics such as the distinction between human and machine intelligence; whether 

algorithms can fully replicate human moral judgment; how "sociable" AI companions and 

virtual assistants may transform human relationships; the social implications of virtual and 

augmented reality technology (VR/AR); and the ethical concerns surrounding the use of AI 

and autonomous systems in the military. His work appears in numerous international 

journals in the fields of philosophy, social science, psychology, and technology. William is 

currently co-authoring a book tentatively titled, What's the Good in AI? Intelligence, 

Relationships, and Embodied Flourishing. He was born in Ankara, Turkey, and has lived 

throughout Europe and North America. 

Kanchaveli, Archil 

Prof. Archil Kanchaveli is a Georgian technology entrepreneur, 

cybersecurity expert, and university executive with extensive experience 

in innovation, digital transformation, and international academic 

cooperation. He currently serves as Vice Rector of Saint Andrew the First-

Called Georgian University of the Patriarchate of Georgia (SANGU), where 

he oversees international relations, strategic partnerships, and program development. 

 Archil holds academic degrees in mathematical modeling, cybersecurity, and information 

technologies, and has spent nearly two decades leading successful initiatives in the 

technology and private sectors. He is the founder of several technology startups in Georgia 

and has been actively engaged in fostering collaboration between academia, industry, and 
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international partners. His current work focuses on advancing innovation-driven education, 

strengthening international university partnerships, and supporting the development of 

cybersecurity and technology programs in Georgia in cooperation with leading global 

institutions. 

Klepal, Jakub 

Executive Director of the Forum 2000 Foundation and Member of the 

Board of Directors of the Association for Democracy Assistance and 

Human Rights (DEMAS). Previously, he served as the Chairman of the 

Board of DEMAS, he was an analyst with the Association for International 

Affairs (AMO), Head of its Americas program, and a Member of its Board 

of Directors. He was a journalist, a research scholar at the Universidad 

Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), and a Fulbright Scholar at the 

Monterey Institute of International Studies (MIIS) in the United States. A graduate of the 

Faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University and of the Joseph M. Katz Graduate School 

of Business at the University of Pittsburgh. 

 
Koç, Haldun 
 

Haldun Koç took office as Ambassador of the Republic of Türkiye to Lisbon 

in April 2024. He is a career diplomat who held different positions  
at the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and on missions abroad: at the 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Türkiye to the United Nations in 

Vienna; at the Consulate-General in Plovdiv, Bulgaria; at the Embassy in 

Athens, Greece; at the Consulate-General in Barcelona, Spain; and as Ambassador to 

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Leandro, Francisco José 
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Mach, Zdzislaw 

Zdzisław Mach is a Professor of Sociology and Social Anthropology, and 

the founder and former Director of the Institute of European Studies. In 

his academic career, Prof. Mach the Dean of the Faculty of International 

and Political Studies at the Jagiellonian University (2016-2019).  
He was the Rector's Proxy for International Cooperation (2012-2016), the 

Director of the Institute of European Studies of the Jagiellonian University 
(2004-2012), Head of the Chair of European Studies (2000-2004), the Dean of the Faculty of 

Philosophy of the Jagiellonian University (1993-1999) and the Director of the Institute of 

Sociology of the Jagiellonian University (1991-1994). A former member of the Council of 

European Education at the Ministry of Higher Education of the Republic of Poland, and 

advisor to the Chief Negotiator of the Polish Government for EU Membership. He is the 

chairperson of the Commission on European Matters of the Polish Academy of Arts and 

Sciences. Honorary Doctor of Letters (DLitt), University of Glasgow 

Research on cultural processes of national and European identity-shaping; nation, 

nationalism and ethnic minorities; migration; collective memory and cultural heritage; 

democracy and identity; development of the idea of Europe. Author and editor of 20 books 

and over 150 articles 

Malamud, Andrés 

Andrés Malamud (PhD European University Institute, 2003) is a senior 

research fellow at the Institute of Social Sciences of the University of 

Lisbon. He was a visiting researcher at the Max Planck Institute for 

Comparative Public Law and International Law (Heidelberg) and the 

University of Maryland, College Park, and is a recurring visiting professor 

at universities in Argentina, Brazil, Italy, and Spain. 

Malamud’s research interests include regional integration, foreign policy, democracy and 

political institutions, EU Studies, and Latin American politics. His work has been published 

in such journals as Political Studies, Social Science Quarterly, Regional & Federal Studies, 

Latin American Research Review, Latin American Politics and Society, Latin American 

Perspectives, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Journal of European Integration, 

and European Political Science. Malamud served in the executive committees of the Latin 

American Political Science Association (ALACIP) and Portuguese Political Science Association 
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(APCP), as well as official representative to the European Consortium for Political Research 

(ECPR). 

Malamud has worked as a consultant for the Inter-American Dialogue and for the 

European Parliament, and has been a member of the advisory boards of the EU-LAC 

Foundation, Sciences Po’s OPALC, and CAF’s European academic network. He contributes 

regular political comment to newspapers in Latin America and Europe. 
 
Martinho, Ana 
 

Ana Martinho joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1975, and in 1979, 

the United Nations Permanent Mission in New York. In 1986, she held the 

position of Diplomatic Adviser to the Prime Minister of Portugal and in 

1991, Chief of Staff to the Minister of Finance.  
In 1994, she returned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, first as Director of Services for 

International Political Organizations, then as Deputy Director-General for Communitarian 

Affairs, Director of the Department of General Administration and Director-General for 

Multilateral Affairs. In 2001, she began her duties as Ambassador, where she was posted at 

the OECD, Prague, Brussels as Principal Advisor to the President of the European 

Commission, the OSCE and Vienna (Austria). In 2013, she returned to Portugal as Secretary-

General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as President of the European Commission, the 

OSCE and Vienna (Austria). In 2013, she returned to Portugal as Secretary-General of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as President of the National Commission for UNESCO. From 

2017 until 2021, she held the position of Advisor for International Relations to the President 

of the Portuguese Republic. She is at present, and since 2022, Associated Researcher of the 

Research Centre of the Institute for Political Studies at the Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa. She worked in the organization of the World Youth Day – Lisboa (2021-2023) 

(International Relations). Awarded with the Grand Crosses of the Military Order of Christ, 

Prince Henry the Navigator and Merit. 
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Martins, Guilherme D’Oliveira Martins 

Guilherme d’Oliveira Martins, born in 1952, has a Masters Degree in 

Juridical and Economic Science (Universidade de Lisboa). He is currently 

Trustee of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. President of the Grand 

Council of the CNC – Centro Nacional de Cultura (National Centre for 

Culture). University Professor at the University Lusíada and the 

University of Lisbon.  
Effective Member of the Portuguese Academy of Sciences. Effective Member of the 

Portuguese Naval Academy. Member of Merit of the Portuguese Academy of History. 

Corresponding Member of the Brazilian Academy of Letters – Chair 20. Chairman of the 

General Assembly of the World Monuments Fund. Honoris Causa by Lusíada University, 

Aberta University and Lisbon University. Mr. Oliveira Martins has held several ministerial 

positions and is a member of several international and national institutions. He is also author 

of several books and has been awarded several insignias. 

Masala, Carlo 

Carlo Masala is a professor for international politics at the Bundeswehr 

University Munich. He previously worked as deputy director in the 

research department at the NATO Defence College in Rome. Since January 

2024, Masala has been director of the Centre for Intelligence and Security 

Studies at the University of the Federal Armed Forces in Munich. He 

received the Lichtenberg Medal in Gold from the Lower Saxony Academy 

of Sciences in Göttingen in 2023 for his academic work and science 

communication.  

If Russia Wins was an immediate #1 bestseller upon publication in Germany and has since become 

a bestseller in the Netherlands. It is forthcoming in fourteen territories around the world. 
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Medeiros, Marcelo  

Prof. Medeiros studies social inequality. He is trained in Economics and 

Sociology and is currently Senior Researcher on leave at the Institute for 

Applied Economic Resarch, Ipea, Brasilia. He was previously Professor at 

the University of Brasilia, and taught once a year at UNSAM - Buenos 

Aires. He has held appointments at Columbia University, Princeton 

University, Yale Law School, University of California, Berkeley, Sophia University - Tokyo, 

CNRS - Cermes3 - Paris, the Institute for Human Development - Delhi, Indira Ghandi Institute 

- Mumbai, and CSC - Cambridge University. He was also researcher at the International 

Poverty Centre of the United Nations Development Programme – IPC – Undp. Additionally, 

he has served as a policy expert for the Brazilian Audit Court (TCU) and as an adviser for the 

Brazilian National Science Council (CNPq). 

Monjardino, Miguel 

Miguel Monjardino is Visiting Professor of Geopolitics and Geostrategy at 

the Institute for Political Studies, Portuguese Catholic University, since 2001. 

He is the foreign affairs columnist of the newspaper Expresso and a political-

military analyst with the cable news TV channel SIC-Notícias. In 2004, 

Miguel created the Republic, a Greek Classics programme for high-school 

students in Angra do Heroísmo, his hometown in the Azores. 

Moreira, Ivone  

Ivone Moreira has a PhD in Modern Philosophy by the Catholic University of 

Portugal. Currently she is an invited professor at the Institute for Political Studies 

of the same university, where she is a coordinator of the Masters programme in 

Political Science and International Relations. Ivone Moreira has publications in 

Political Philosophy, Modern Philosophy and Portuguese Philosophy in Brazil, 

Cambridge-UK, Hungary, Portugal, Spain and United States. She is a member of the Research Centre 

of the Institute for Political Studies and of the Scientific Society of Catholic University. 
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Morgado, Miguel 

Miguel Morgado (BA Economics, MA Political Science, PhD Political Science) 

teaches Political Theory and Political Economy at the Institute of Political 

Studies. In 2011- 2015 he was the Senior Political Advisor to the Prime 

Minister of Portugal. And in 2015-2019 he was a member of Parliament 

(serving as Vice-President of his parliamentary group between 2015 and 

2018). He is the author of several articles and books on different subjects of political theory. 

His latest book is “Soberania. Dos seus usos e abusos na vida política” (Dom Quixote, 2021). 

He is currently working on a book on the great debates of political economy and on another 

one on Love as a principle of political order. 

Mussá, Cornélio 

Prof. Doutor Cornélio Abdul Issufo Ismael Mussá is the Coordinator of 

the Doctoral Program in Political Science and International Relations at 

Catholic University of Mozambique. 
Post-doctoral degree in Global Political Economy; PhD in Political Science 

with emphasis on Power Studies between States, diplomacy, 
multilateral organizations and global conflicts; PhD in Education, with research in History 

and Philosophy of Education.Specialist in Human Mobility from the Center for Migration 

Studies - CEM and the Scalabrini International Migration Institute – SIMI in 

Rome.Graduated in Theology; Philosophy; History from the São Paulo Institute of Higher 

Studies.Has experience in the area of Political Science and Educational Sciences, mainly 

working on the following themes: Studies on democracy, governance and political 

participation; Democracy and political institutions; State and political regimes. 

Nodia, Ghia 

Ghia Nodia is a professor of politics at Ilia Chavchavadze State University in Tbilisi, 

Georgia. He is also the founder and chairman of the Caucasus Institute for Peace, 

Democracy and Development (CIPDD), an independent public policy think tank in 

Tbilisi, Georgia.  

In February–December 2008, he served as the minister for education and science of Georgia. His 

most recent publications include Democracy (in Georgian, Tbilisi: Ilia State University Publishing, 

2019), and articles “Democracy’s Inevitable Elites“, Journal of Democracy, January 2020, „The New 
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Georgia: Politics, Economy and Society“, in: Galina M. Yemelianova and Laurence Broers (Eds), 

Routledge Handbook of the Caucasus (Oxon, New York: Routledge, 2020), and “The Uncertain State 

of Georgia’s Democracy” (Brussels: CEPS, 2020). 

Nunes, Daniela 

Daniela Nunes is a PhD researcher at the Institute for Political Studies 

– Universidade Católica Portuguesa. Daniela holds a BA and an MA in 

Political Science and International Relations, both from IEP-UCP. Her 

main areas of interest include the Cold War, Soviet and post-Soviet 

affairs, Russian and Eastern European politics, and political 

leadership. 

In 2023, she published her first book, entitled: Mikhail Gorbachev and the End of the Soviet 

Empire. Daniela serves as International Politics commentator in the Portuguese media 

channels, TV and radio. She also writes for the Portuguese newspaper Expresso. 

Nunes, Maria Leonor 

Maria Leonor Nunes was born in Lisbon and is 21 years old. She is currently in her third year 

of the Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and International Relations at Universidade 

Católica Portuguesa, where she has developed a particular interest in international politics, 

media and online political communities. 

Piekarska, Łucja 

Łucja Piekarska, ph.d. is sociologist and social anthropologist studying the 

dynamics of social memory and identity, her special area of interest being 

museums. She is affiliated with the Institute of European Studies, 

Jagiellonian University. Her professional experience includes 

collaborations with museums and other heritage institutions making her a 

keen heritage interpreter as well as its analyst.  
She published a monograph on the Europeanization of heritage in museums “The Invisible 

Hand of Europe. The Museum as a Civilising Agent”, (Peter Lang, 2020), currently involved 

in research about populism, religion and collective memory formation. 
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Pereira, Tomás 

Tomás Ricardo Pereira (b. 2003) is currently attending the third year of the 

Bachelor’s Degree in Military Sciences in the National Republican Guard 

Administration at the Portuguese Military Academy. His academic interests 

focus on security, economics, defence studies, and international affairs. He 

has participated in several international academic and military initiatives 

under the EMILYO/Erasmus+ programme, including an international semester at the Polish 

Naval Academy and participation in the Partnership for Peace Consortium “Human Security” 

conference. He also attended the “Leader’s Agenda 2025” conference at ISEG – Lisbon 

School of Economics & Management, as well as the conference “A União da Poupança e dos 

Investimentos: Financiar o Futuro” at ISEG, among other academic and policy-oriented 

events. 

Plattner, Marc 

Marc F. Plattner is founding co-editor of the Journal of Democracy and 

founding co-director of the International Forum for Democratic Studies at 

the National Endowment for Democracy (NED). Until 2016, when he 

reduced his schedule to part time, he was vice president for research and 

studies at NED, where he had served as director of program from 1984 to 

1989. After his retirement in 2020 he was elected as a member of NED's Board of Directors. 

He is also the co-chair of the International Advisory Board of the Institute of Political Studies 

at the Portuguese Catholic University. Dr. Plattner graduated summa cum laude from Yale 

University and received his PhD in government from Cornell University. He is the author of 

Democracy Without Borders? Global Challenges to Liberal Democracy (2008) and 

Rousseau’s State of Nature (1979). He also has coedited more than thirty books on 

contemporary political issues, ranging from The Global Resurgence of Democracy (1993) to 

Authoritarianism Goes Global (2016). 
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Pignatelli, Marina 

Marina Pignatelli is a Cultural Anthropologist and Associate Professor at the 

Social and Political Sciences Institute – University of Lisbon. Her research 

focuses on Portuguese Jews and Judaism, since 1990, and the Portuguese 

intangible cultural heritage. She is the author namely of Crypto-Jewish 

Prayers Notebook and Ethnographic Notes on the Jews and New-Christians 

of Braganza (2019); Jews and New Christians in the Lusophone World 

(2017); “The Origins and Religious Practices and Identities of the Honen Dalim Jewish 

Community in Mozambique” (2015); Interiorities and Exteriorities of the Jews of Lisbon 

(2008); and The Jewish Community of Lisbon: Past and Present in the Construction of 

Ethnicity (2000). She is the executive coordinator of the Jewish Studies Laboratory at the 

University of Lisbon since 2015, co-coordinator of the Religions in Multiple Modernity’s 

Researchers Network and the Genealogias de Sefarad Researchers Network and researcher 

at CRIA – Centre for Research in Anthropology, where she also coordinates the Anthropology 

of Religion Network. 

Quintas, Jorge  

Jorge Quintas was born in December of 1956. Has a Law Degree from the 

Law School of Lisbon. Currently he is General-Secretary at Amélia de Mello 

Foundation, since 2017. Jorge Quintas was CEO of M Dados (Shared Service 

of José de Mello Group since 2000), Assistant Professor of Economic Politics 

and Public Finances at Law School of Lisbon, 1982-1999, Manager at Banco 

de Mello de Investimentos, 1996-1997, Manager at Lisnave Internacional, 1997-1999 and 

Executive Manager in the African Committee of Jose de Mello Group, 1996-2000. 

Quintino, Karim 

Karim Quintino holds a BA in Political Science from the University of 

Westminster, a MSc in Political Theory from the London School of 

Economics and Political Science, and a PhD in Political Science and 

International Relations at the Institute for Political Studies of the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa.  
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He was a Visiting Student at the University of Oxford and he is currently an associate 

researcher of the CIEP-Research Center of the Institute for Political Studies of the 

Universidade Católica. His areas of interest range include Brazilian politics, comparative 

politics, democratization, participatory democracy, and clientelism, with a particular interest 

in Brazil’s contemporary political transformations and its strategic positioning in an 

increasingly multipolar world. 

Racicot, Élise 

Élise Racicot (BA [Public Relations], University of Quebec in Montréal, 

2001; MPA, University of Public Administration, 2018) began her career 

with the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in 2002. In 

her first assignment, she became the first female Canadian trade 

commissioner in Iran.  

Ms. Racicot then worked on the integration of the Montréal regional office into the 

department’s national network; this was followed by 3 assignments in Brazil, including as 

head of mission for Quebec and, recently, as the senior trade commissioner for Canada’s 

Brazilian mission platform. She also served for several years on the global council of the 

Canadian Trade Commissioner Service. She has served in various capacities at Headquarters, 

including in the areas of small and medium-sized enterprise export diversification, climate 

change, clean development finance and intergovernmental relations. She was also involved 

in the development of a mentoring program, aimed at equity, for women diplomats. 

Ramos, António Fontes 

Lieutenant General António Fontes Ramos is a Professor at the Institute of 

Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University, the Catholic 

University of Mozambique, and the Academy of Social Sciences and 

Technologies of Angola. Teaching activities include Leadership, Conflict 

Resolution, Crisis Management, and Security and Defense in International 

Organizations. 

He was the Portugal's Representative on the NATO Military Committee and the European 

Union Military Committee, Chief of the Army Operations Division and Director of the 

Strategy Section at the Institute of High Military Studies. 
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General Fontes Ramos carried out service missions in Mozambique, Timor, and Angola, 

where he served as Chief of Staff of Portugal's Mission to the Structures of the Peace 

Process. 

Ramos, Joana  

Joana Ramos is a PhD student in Political Science and International 

Relations at the Institute for Political Studies of the Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa (IEP-UCP), where she also works as a research assistant at the 

Research Centre of the Institute for Political Studies (CIEP), having earned 

a research scholarship in 2022 and in 2025. Ramos holds a bachelor’s 

degree in political science and international Relations, and a master’s degree in governance, 

Leadership, and Democracy Studies from IEP-UCP, with a special focus on Conflict 

Resolution. 

Ribeiro, Gonçalo Almeida de 

Gonçalo de Almeida Ribeiro is Professor at the Faculty of Law of the 

Portuguese Catholic University (Lisbon School) and Director of the 

Católica Research Centre for the Future of Law. He also serves as a 

member of the Executive Committee of the International Association of 

Constitutional Law. He was Justice of the Constitutional Court of 

Portugal (2016–2025) and its Vice-President (2023–2025).  
He graduated from the Faculty of Law of the New University of Lisbon (2006) and obtained 

an LL.M. (2007) and a Doctor of Juridical Science (S.J.D.) (2012) from Harvard Law School. 

Professor Almeida Ribeiro is the author of dozens of books and articles, including The 

Decline of Private Law (Hart Publishing, 2019), Fundamental Rights (UCP Press, 2025), and 

Constitutionalism in Postmodernity (O Constitucionalismo na Pós-Modernidade, UCP 

Editora, 2025). He has delivered hundreds of lectures and conference papers at Portuguese 

and foreign institutions. Among other distinctions for academic achievement, he received 

the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Student Teaching from the Harvard Kennedy School of 

Government (2010) and the Mancini Prize for the Best Work in European Legal Thought from 

Harvard Law School (2013). 
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Ribeiro, Simão 

Cristóvão Simão Oliveira de Ribeiro, born on May 13, 1986. 
From Lousada, Porto District. 
Bachelor’s degree in International Relations, with a specialization in 

Diplomacy and Area Studies from Universidade Portucalense, Infante D. 

Henrique, Porto.Specialization in Law, Universidade Portucalense, 

Infante D. Henrique, Porto. Postgraduate degree in Human Rights from IGC-Ius Gentium 

Conimbrigae—Center for Human Rights at the Faculty of Law, University of Coimbra. 
Ph.D. Student in Political Science and International Relations: Security and Defense. IEP—

Institute of Political Studies at the Portuguese Catholic University. 
Served as a Member of the Portuguese Parliament during the XII and XIII legislative sessions, 

having been a member of the Parliamentary Committees on European Affairs; Education, 

Science, and Culture; Health; Environment, Spatial Planning, Decentralization, Local 

Government, and Housing; Culture; Communication, Youth, and Sports; Ad Hoc Committee 

for Strengthening Transparency in the Exercise of Public Functions, among others. 
Also served as a councilor for the Lousada Municipal Council from 2017 to 2025. 

Ribeiro, Sónia 

Sónia Ribeiro (https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-0629-8210) is 

a Professor at the Institute for Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic 

University; Instituto Universitário Militar (Lisbon) and Mozambique 

Catholic University (Maputo & Beira), and a Researcher at IPMA. 

She holds a PhD in European Studies from the Portuguese Catholic 

University and a degree in International Relations. She teaches classes related to Geopolitics 

& foresight, European Studies and Ocean Governance and has been the Coordinator of The 

MA in European Studies, Post-Graduation in Security and Defence and the Research Line in 

Maritime Affairs since 2011. She has coordinated various advanced programs within the UCP 

Institute of European Studies. Since 2014, she has coordinated the Advanced Program in Sea 

Studies and, since 2015, the Post-graduation in Sea Sciences & Business Administration, and 

since 2025 is the executive coordinator of the Católica European Studies Centre. 

She has solid experience in project management across different economic activities and 

educational programs, working with multidisciplinary teams that include technical 

professionals, university professors, students, and volunteers with a wide range of 

https://orcid.org/my-orcid?orcid=0000-0002-0629-8210
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educational backgrounds, ages, and interests. As a specialist in planning and strategic 

assessment in different economic sectors, she has coordinated and edited various 

consultancy studies, publications, including peer-reviewed ones. She is a researcher at CIEP 

and the Portuguese Ocean and Atmosphere Institute. Her research focus is Blue Economy; 

blue geopolitics and governance; EU maritime policies; EU integration process, geopolitics 

and foresight. 

Roças,  Daniel 

Daniel André Rosa Roças (b. 2004) is currently attending the third year 

of the Bachelor’s Degree in Military Sciences in the National Republican 

Guard Administration at the Portuguese Military Academy. 
His academic interests focus on international relations, European security 

and defence, international crisis management, economics and finance, 

and the role of gendarmerie- type forces within the framework of the 

European Union’s Common Security and Defence Policy. 
In 2026, he was awarded the 1st Prize at the CERC Students International Conference with 

the research paper “Common Security and Defence Policy: Insights from GNR Participation”. 

Samões, Orlando 

Orlando Samões (PhD and MA, IEP – Universidade Católica Portuguesa, BA 

in Economics, Nova School of Business and Economics - UNL) is associate 

professor of the Institute for Political Studies, Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa, where he serves as Coordinator of the BA Programme in 

Political Science and International Relations (IEP-UCP) and as the editor-in- 

chief of Nova Cidadania - Quarterly Journal. He has been teaching also the courses of 

‘political science’ and ‘contemporary political thought’ as guest professor at Católica School 

of Business and Economics, Lisbon. His thesis on Adam Smith won the Novak concerning the 

relationship between religion, economic freedom, and the free and virtuous society”. 

Sampaio, Nuno 

Nuno Sampaio is an Assistant Professor and Integrated Researcher at the Institute of 

Political Studies of the Portuguese Catholic University, where he coordinates the Advanced 

Programme in Local Government.  
He served as Secretary of State for Business and Cooperation in the 24th Constitutional 
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Government (2024–2025). He was Adviser for Political Affairs to the 

President of the Portuguese Republic between 2016 and 2026, in different 

mandates. Earlier, he served as Adviser for Parliamentary Affairs to 

President Aníbal Cavaco Silva (2006–2016). He holds a PhD in Political 

Science and International Relations from the Portuguese Catholic University. He also 

completed a Master’s degree in the same field and a Bachelor’s degree in International 

Relations at the University of Lisbon. He pursued executive education at INDEG-ISCTE and 

the AESE/IESE Advanced Management Programme. He was a visiting student at the 

University of Oxford with a merit scholarship from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. 

He is the author of Elections in the European Union (2019) and The Portuguese Electoral 

System (2009). He regularly publishes academic work and contributes to the media as a 

political analyst. 

Sande, Paulo 
 

Lawyer and partner at Antas da Cunha ECIJA since January 2025, 

specializing in European Law and Competition. Guest professor at the 

Institute of Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal since 

2003 and at Universidade Lusíada since 2020.  
Holds a master's degree in Political Science from IEP, a postgraduate degree in European 

Law from UCP, and a law degree from the University of Lisbon. Former partner at Cruz Vilaça 

Advogados and former Political Adviser to the President of the Republic. Served as Director 

of the European Parliament Office in Portugal and EU spokesperson at Expo-1998. 

Commentator for RTP, former columnist for Observador and Diário de Notícias, and author 

of multiple publications on European politics. President of the Chamber of Commerce of 

Lusophony and Diasporas and board member of “Nossa Europa”. Awarded the Henry the 

Navigator Order and Grand Officer of the Order of Merit. 

 
Sardica, José Miguel  

José Miguel Sardica is an historian and full Professor at the Faculty of 

Human Sciences and at the Institute for Political Studies of the Catholic 

University of Portugal. He is also member of the Board of the Scientific 

Society of the Catholic University of Portugal, Director of the Inter-
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University Doctoral Programme in History (PIUDHist), senior researcher of the Research 

Centre for Communication and Culture (CECC), and consultant for the CRC-W and the 

Research Centre for Religious History (CEHR) of the Catholic University of Portugal. He writes 

a column for Rádio Renascença (the Portuguese catholic radio network) and is guest to 

television and radio programs for comments on historical and current issues. His research 

and teaching areas are dedicated to 19th and 20th century Portuguese and international 

history in the political, cultural and intellectual/media fields, He has lectured in Spain, 

France, UK, Italy, Germany, Belgium and USA, and has authored c. 125 chapters in books and 

articles in academic journals, 20 single-authored books on various themes and epochs of 

contemporary Portuguese history and 10 co-edited books. 
 
Santo, Márcio Espírito 

As a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science and International Relations: 

Security and Defense at the Universidade Católica Portuguesa, my 

academic work focuses on euro-atlantic relations, international security, 

geoeconomics, and the evolving dynamics of global order, with particular 

interest in EU-U.S. relations. I have also developed research on migration, border 

governance, and European integration. Beyond academia, I am interested in music, sports, 

and technology. 

Silva, Alexandre 

Alexandre Silva holds a degree in Physical Education and Sport from Universidade Lusófona 

de Humanidades e Tecnologias. 
He began his professional career as a teacher, with teaching experience in the municipalities 

of Santarém, Rio Maior, and Tomar. In 2002, he joined Cascais City Council as a Senior 

Technician, integrating the Sports Development Division, where he was responsible for the 

design and implementation of several municipal school sports programs, promoting access 

to sports and healthy lifestyles among young people. In 2012, he took on the role of Advisor 

to the City Councillor, with responsibilities in Housing, Social Affairs, Health, and the 

municipal company Cascais Envolvente. In 2013, his portfolio expanded to include Municipal 

Police and Inspection, Sports, and Education. 

Since 2025, he has been the Director of the Department of Education and Youth at Cascais 

City Council, where he leads the definition, coordination, and implementation of public 

policies in education and youth. 
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Silva, Daniela 

Daniela Silva is a researcher at the Institute of Political Studies at the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, contributing to the Public Policy 

Hub. She was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Integral Human 

Development Program at the Universidade Católica Portuguesa, where 

she worked on the project “Family, Fertility, and Sustainability: 

Priorities and Expectations of the Portuguese.” She holds a Ph.D. in 

Political Science and International Relations from the Institute of Political Studies at the 

Universidade Católica Portuguesa, as well as a master’s degree in Governance, 

Competitiveness, and Public Policies from the University of Aveiro. Daniela began her 

academic journey with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science and International Relations 

from the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities at NOVA University Lisbon. Her academic 

interests span political philosophy, public policies, and family studies. Beyond academia, 

Daniela actively engages in public debate and has maintained a monthly opinion column in 

Jornal Económico since 2020. 

Soto, Juan Ángel 

Juan Ángel Soto is a political scientist, legal scholar, and entrepreneur 

specialising in strategic consulting, think tanks, political intelligence, and 

geopolitical risk. He holds degrees in Business Administration, Law, and 

Political Science, as well as an MA in Political and Legal Theory from 

University College London (UCL). He is currently pursuing a PhD in 

Political Science at St Mary's University, London. He is the Founder and 

CEO of Fortius, a strategic consulting firm operating across Europe, the Americas, and Africa. 

Previously, he served as Executive Director of Fundación Civismo and International Director 

of Fundación Disenso. He is also the founder and president of several civic initiatives, 

including Fortius Foundation and Principios. As an academic, he teaches 

Political Theory at the University of Navarra and is a Visiting Fellow at the Danube Institute 

and Ludovika University. 
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Sousa, Sofia Moreira de 

Sofia Moreira de Sousa has been Head of Mission at the Representation 

of the European Commission in Portugal since 2021. She served as EU 

Ambassador to Cape Verde and Deputy Ambassador to the Republic of 

South Africa. Until 2014, she was a senior adviser to the Secretary-General 

of the European External Action Service, contributing to the preparation 

of all Foreign Affairs Council meetings and to the political guidance of EU missions 

worldwide.  
From 2009 to 2011, she was a political adviser at the EU Mission to the African Union in 

Addis Ababa and, prior to that, was seconded to the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

during the EU Council Presidency in 2007. She worked with the first High Representative for 

the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy from 2003 to 2007 on relations with Russia 

and Ukraine, as part of the team involved in facilitating political negotiations in Kyiv during 

the Orange Revolution in 2004. 

Sousa, Teresa de  

Maria Teresa Canto Silva de Sousa, 70, was born in Lisbon. A professional 

journalist since 1977, she is currently a senior member of the Editorial 

Board of the Portuguese daily newspaper PÚBLICO and the European and 

International Affairs analyst. She writes for several Portuguese and 

international journals specialising in international and European affairs. She 

studied Economics (Instituto Superior de Economia) in the University of Lisbon. Also, she 

has several medals and publications, such as: “Mário Soares - uma biografia” in 1988, 

“Portugal no Centro da Europa - para uma reforma democrática do Tratado de Maastricht” 

(co-author, 1996), “Portugal 2020” (co-author, 1999), “Euro Para além da moeda” (co-

author, 2003), “One Europe” (co-author, 2005), “Portugal Tem Saída” (2011), among others. 
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Tati, Raul 

Professor Raul Tati is a citizen from Angola, 63 years old. He teaches 

International Relations at Lusíada High Institute and African History at 

High Institute of Educational Sciences in Cabinda (Angola).  He got PhD in 

Moral Theology in Rome (1998) and a PhD in Political 

Sciences/International Relations at IEP/UCP in Lisbon (2018). Member of 

the LIPS Research Hub on Peace and Civil Society at CIEP (IEP Research 

Center). Author of several books such as: Crise Africana e o Processo de 

Democratização em África (1999); Cabinda – Órfã da Descolonização do Ultramar Português 

(2017); Cabinda – Percurso Histórico de Uma Igreja entre Deus e César (2013); Identidade 

Histórica e Cultural dos Cabindas (2024); The Angolan Process of Peace and 

Democratization, in N. Ganeson (ed), International Perspectives on Democratization of 

Peace (2020); Angola – From Military Peace to Social Peace, in Hiroshima Research Journal, 

vol. 10; A Politica Externa de Angola na Rota da Guerra Fria (1975-1992). Construindo a 

Nação entre a Guerra e a Diplomacia, (2025). Former member of Angolan Parliament (2017-

2022). 

Teixeira, Nuno Severiano 

Nuno Severiano Teixeira is a Full Professor and President of the 

Portuguese Institute of International Relations at NOVA University 

Lisbon. 
He served as Minister of Home Affairs (2000/2002) and Minister of 

Defence (2006/2009) in the Portuguese government. He was Visiting 

Professor at Georgetown University (2017/2019 and 2000), Visiting 
Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley (2004) and Senior Visiting Scholar at the 

European University Institute, Florence (2010). 
He has published work on military history, the history of international relations, the history 

of European construction and foreign policy, security and defence issues. His latest 

publications include the books The Portuguese at War (2020: Sussex University Press), 

Defence Policies in Portugal (co-coord. with Helena Carreiras, 2023: Instituto da Defesa 

Nacional), Dicionário Portugal Multilateral (co-coord. with Alice Cunha, 2023: Almedina) and 

Mundo às Avessas (2023: Tinta-da-China). He writes a periodical column in the Público 

newspaper. 
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Vincenzino, Marco 

Marco Vicenzino is a geopolitical expert and global strategy advisor 

to senior executives operating worldwide and a sought-after speaker 

at leading international business forums, including YPO. According to 

former Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samara’s (2012-15): “Marco 

Vicenzino is an objectively reliable source of international analysis and 

forecasting. In the new world after Covid-19, his unique skills set will 

be needed more than ever by anyone operating globally.” Vicenzino has serviced public and 

private sector entities operating worldwide, including Shell, HSBC, Barclays Capital, NATO, 

World Bank, U.S. State Department, and many others.  Vicenzino’s views have appeared on 

media such as CNBC, BBC, Financial Times, New York Times and Reuters. Vicenzino is a law 

graduate from Oxford University and Georgetown University Law Center.  His languages 

include Spanish, Italian and Portuguese. 

 


