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Overview of the goals of the course

Focusing on the “Geopolitics of the Middle East”, the main goal of this
course, is to provide students with a deep, interdisciplinary
understanding of the region's complexity, moving beyond simple
media narratives to analyse the historical, cultural, and ideological
forces that drive its contemporary conflicts and political dynamics.
Upon completing the course, students will be able to:

Identify and analyse the long-term historical factors that
created the current state system and regional identities.
Evaluate the role of cultural and religious foundations in
shaping contemporary political structures.

Differentiate and explain the evolution of major political
ideologies operating in the Middle East today

Assess the dynamics of key regional rivalries

Critically analyse the impact of external powers and the role
of resource geopolitics (namely, oil and water) on regional
stability.

Requirements students are expected to meet

Students enrolled in “Geopolitics of the Middle East: Cultural Roots
and Ideological Radicalization” are expected to meet the following
requirements to successfully complete the course and achieve the
learning outcomes:

Attendance: Mandatory attendance is required. Excessive
absences (exceeding the institutional limit) will result in failure
of the course.

Active Participation: Students must demonstrate active
engagement in class discussions (requires preparation).
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¢ Due dates exams and major written exercises
TBA

¢ Statement on how students will be graded

The evaluation of learning in this course unit will be continuous and
comprehensive, covering the acquisition of knowledge (written
exam), the ability to synthesize and communicate (presentation to be
carried out in a group or individually), and the development of critical
thinking in a debate setting (active participation in class). The final
course grade will be calculated based on the following elements, with
their respective weightings:

e Written Examination: 35%

e Presentation: 35%

e Active participation: 30%

e Course outline (Main Topics)

1. The World Before Islam: Concepts and Categories
(week 1)

1.1. Middle East: Africa Terra, Arabia, Levant, Fertile Crescent

1.2. “Arab World” vs. “Islamic World” vs. “Persian World”

2. The World Before Islam: Cultures and Religions
(weeks 2-3)

2.1. The Geopolitics of the antient Middle East

2.2. Arabia and the Arab Peoples

2.3. Pre-Islamic Religion and Culture

2.4. Economy and Politics: Catalysts for Change

3. Birth and Golden Age
(weeks 3-7)

3.1. The Birth of Islam (610-632)

3.2. Rashidun (The “Rightly Guided” Caliphs (632-661)

3.3. The Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphates (661-750; 750-950)

3.5. The Caliphate of Cérdoba and the Al-Andaluz

4. From Empire to Modern States
(weeks 7-8)

4.1. Post-Abbasid Fragmentation (10th-14th centuries)

4.2. The Ottoman Collapse and the Twentieth Century

5. Pan-Arabism, Islamism, Revolution and Radicalization
(weeks 8-end)

5.1. The birth of Arab Nationalism (late 19th century — 1945)

5.2. Pan-Arabism, Arab Socialism, Ba'athism: Ideology, Parties, and

States

5.4. Jihadism: the near and the far enemy

5.5. Islamism: fundamentalism and revolution
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