
[Institutional Political Economy]

Syllabus

I. Institutional political economy as a field of study
II. Individuals, institutions and incentives
III. Rules and types of order
IV. The institutional framework for self-governance
V. Theories of institutional change
VI. The institutional foundations of power and prosperity
VII. Rent-seeking, extractive societies and institutional poverty traps
VIII. Contemporary issues and challenges in institutional political economy

Teaching methodologies and assessment

Classes will be structured around key concepts and readings and student participation in their
discussion is expected. Assessment will be continuous for the duration of the course and include
four elements: an in class structured presentation will account for 25% of the grade. Overall active
participation in the classes will account for another 25% of the grade. An individual written final
test covering all of the syllabus will account for the remaining 50% of the grade.
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